
MOUNT AIRY STATION 
Historical Society of Mount Airy, Maryland 

 

1 
 

THE EARLY YEARS BEFORE 1869 

 

It is unclear whether the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad (B&O) built a train station in Mount Airy, 

Maryland during the early years.  The early historical records from the B&O were mostly lost in 

the great Baltimore fire of 1904, which destroyed the B&O’s massive headquarters building in 

downtown Baltimore, along with 1,500 other buildings at the time.   Also destroyed, was the 

office of Francis Baldwin, the B&O’s architect from 1872-1898, which was located on the fifth 

floor of the Farmers and Mechanics Bank building on the northwest corner of South and 

Lombard streets.1  Unfortunately, both buildings contained most of the records about the early 

years of America’s first railroad and its stations along the line.  The resulting loss of drawings, 

blueprints, construction records, orders, books and other sources of information have since 

hampered historians looking to research the early days of the B&O Railroad.    

Between 1831 and 1839, before Mount Airy was ever established, there was a “station” of sorts 

located nearby.  It was at the foot of the inclined planes, close to where Twin Arch Road is 

today.  It was described as a “shelter” for passengers waiting to embark on the wagon ride over 

Parr’s Ridge.2  The early locomotives of the day were not very powerful, and had to be pulled up 

and over the ridge by teams of horses.  Passengers had to disembark from the train during this 

process, and wait at the shelter for a wagon ride over the ridge in order to continue their journey 

to Frederick, Maryland. 

Later, in planning a new route for the railroad, the B&O met with Henry Bussard during the 

summer of 1838.  Bussard was a land owner whose property was at the summit of Parr’s Ridge, 

which the railroad planned to cross by cutting a deep excavation into the area we know today as 

downtown Mount Airy.  The B&O purchased this right-of-way for $250, and Bussard donated 

another four acres with an agreement from the railroad to consider a proposed depot at the 

summit.3   Several months later, Benjamin H. Latrobe, Jr., one of the B&O’s chief engineers, 

recorded a meeting with Bussard during the spring of 1839 to survey the work and discuss 

Bussard’s plans for improvements.  Latrobe’s report included a map of Bussard’s plans for a new 

house on a hill overlooking the railroad, a wagon yard, a tavern, and a depot.4   

It was not surprising.  Long before the town was officially established, Mount Airy had been a 

great grain depot.  It had been recognized as the most accessible point to farmers within a radius 

of many miles, partly because of the absence of topographical barriers and rural roads which 

were better than average.5  However, while it stands to reason that an early freight station would 

most likely have been built along the line to serve the agricultural community in those early 

years, we do not have any detail or description of it, nor of any passenger facility.   

                                                           
1 E. Francis Baldwin, Architect: The B&O, Baltimore, and Beyond, by C.P. Avery, 2003. pg. 15 
2 Impossible Challenges II, by H. Harwood Jr., 1994, pg. 349  
3 The Great Road, by  J. Dilts, 1993, pg. 255 
4 Ibid 
5 Democratic Advocate March 10, 1888 
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The first reference made to “Mt. Airy Station” appears on a bill of lading receipt, dated August 

4, 1856.  The receipt was issued by our town’s founder, Henry Bussard, who served as the first 

station agent for the B&O, and documents the shipment of several bags of flour.6    

 

 

 

 

Other references to a station or depot can also be found in the newspapers of the day. In 1859, a 

reference is made to “Mt. Airy Depot” in an advertisement by William Dorsey, announcing the 

sale of land, which reads in part: “Public sale of valuable real estate in Howard County, 

Maryland… and situated about three miles from Woodbine and about the same distance from 

Mount Airy Depot…”7  Again, “Mt. Airy Station” is referenced in a June 23, 1863 newspaper 

report of a Confederate raid in Mount Airy, stating:  “Yesterday a Confederate cavalry force 

appeared at Mount Airy Station, (on the Baltimore & Ohio railroad)…They tore up some of the 

track, remained but a short time, and retired up the turnpike towards Frederick, distant about 

thirteen miles…” 8      

While the above references appear to suggest the existence of an actual station or depot, we 

cannot conclusively rely on them to suggest that a physical building existed as a station in Mount 

Airy at that time.  Although our use of the word today most often describes a building of some 

sort (i.e., police station or fire station), Webster’s Dictionary reminds us that the word “station” 

was often used to simply mean a location, place, or position of something, or a stopping place for 

trains.  So, early references may simply have meant the Town of Mount Airy itself as a depot or 

station stop along the line, rather than a specific building.     

                                                           
6 Reference photo from Mount Airy and the B&O Story, by Herman Beck, pg. 19 
7 Lancaster Intelligencer, February 22, 1859 
8 Baltimore Sun, June 23, 1863 

This 1856 Bill of Lading Receipt is the first reference to “Mount Airy Station” 
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However, perhaps the best evidence of an actual station in Mount Airy can be found on a Carroll 

County Map from 1862.9  The map is highly detailed, identifying names, residences, and specific 

locations throughout Carroll County, including features within what are now the towns of 

Ridgeville and Mount Airy.  The map specifically identifies a single building at the crossroads of 

the railroad track and Main Street as a “Store & R.R. Sta” [Station].  Interestingly, this store and 

station appear to be situated across from our current station, on the west side of Main Street.  

This location is not improbable, and the joint reference of a store and station may suggest the 

possibility that Henry Bussard’s store served jointly as the train station in 1862.  Close 

examination of Henry Bussard’s store ledger from 1839 to 1852, located in the Historical 

Society’s archives, provides tantalizing clues into this possibility.  The ledger is filled with 

references to freight and transportation charges for the shipment of goods, in tonnage, as well as 

tickets sold.  For instance:  “Washington Waters, June 27,1851:  Freight 100 bushels of wheat 

sent to Hoods Mill” (page 449);  “C.W. Owings, Dec 22, 1849:  Freight on 1 chest sent to 

Sykesville” (page 447); “David Zeigler, July 24, 1850: 8 tons sumac sent to Monrovia” (page 

452);  “George Davis, Jan 5, 1852: Transportation to Hoods Mill, 20 sacks wheat” (page 472); 

and “Mahlon Davis, Oct 21, 1851:  3 rd trip tickets, $4.65” (page 484). 

 

 

Nevertheless, contrary to these early references of a station in those days, it is possible the B&O 

simply did not build one.  There are no surviving official records of any such station built in 

Mount Airy by the B&O at that time.  And, it is known that in the early days of the railroad, 

structural improvements along the line were not immediately built and did not fully develop until 

after the Civil War.  Even then, during the early postwar years, stations still got secondary 

attention.10   Most of the stations along the line at that time were often wooden shacks.  B&O 

historians report that little attention was paid to station buildings during the convulsive growing 
                                                           
9 Reference Library of Congress, Carroll County 1862 
10 Impossible Challenges II, H. Harwood Jr., 1994 pg. 124-125 

1862 Carroll County Map indicating a “Store & R.R. Station” on the west side of Main Street. 
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period of 1836-1853.  Records show that aside from the early masonry structures at Ellicott’s 

Mills, Frederick, and Harpers Ferry, there were only rather rudimentary wood building along the 

line and in many cases nothing more than sheds and platforms.11  In fact, the early B&O, like 

most other pioneering American railroads, was quite casual about providing passenger facilities 

of any kind, best summarized as follows: 

While depots were necessary to protect freight from theft and weather damage, 

passengers could move around and protect themselves.  There was, after all, no previous 

tradition of building separate passenger stations; stage-coach riders waited in roadside 

inns, taverns, and stores.  In most cases the early B&O adopted the same frugal practice.  

At Ellicott’s Mills passengers did not even use the railroad station; they boarded at the 

adjacent Patapsco Hotel, which had its own second-story access to the platform.12  

Surviving B&O records show that it wasn’t until after the Civil War, between 1865-1872, that 

Maryland stations were finally built at Monocacy Station (Frederick Junction), Relay, Weverton, 

Adamstown, Beltsville, Bladensburg, and Mount Airy.13  

 

PASSENGER HOUSE: 1869 

 

The first official B&O record of a station being built in Mount Airy can be found in the B&O 

Annual Report of 1869.   The report states: “Passenger houses at Frederick, at Mount Airy, and 

at Newburg…were constructed, and the expenses included in this account.”14    Several pages 

further, the report reiterates,  “At Mount Airy and Frederick, Passenger Houses have been built 

during the year…”15  From photographs taken later, around 1890, we can see this passenger 

house was a small wooden shack, made of wooden board-and-batten construction, and located 

north of the tracks and east of Main Street where our current station sits.  It was progress, of 

sorts, and structural improvements were added after 1870.  For instance, a station platform was 

constructed in 187316, along with a new telegraph line between Mt. Airy and Harpers Ferry.17   In 

the photograph, we can see the roof top supporting structure for a telegraph wire, as well as a 

chimney and other utilitarian items such as a weigh scale, a door lantern, and a waiting bench.  

The Mount Airy Station sign is located above the door indicating the mileage in each direction 

towards Baltimore and Wheeling, West Virginia. 

                                                           
11 Ibid, page 68 
12 Ibid, pg. 29 
13 Ibid, pg. 125 
14 43th B&O Annual Report, 1869, pg. 9 [Courtesy B&O Railroad Museum Archives] 
15 Ibid, pg. 38, [Courtesy B&O Railroad Museum Archives] 
16 47th B&O Annual Report, 1873, pg. 44 [Courtesy B&O Railroad Museum Archives] 
17 Ibid, pg. 47 [Courtesy B&O Railroad Museum Archives] 
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Early frame stations of this type were not unusual along the line, and the B&O continued to build 

similar wooden-frame stations in Maryland over the next two decades.  These stations were 

typically of board-and-batten construction with a metal roof.  Many were attributable to the 

B&O’s architect, Francis Baldwin including stations at Savage (1875), Muirkirk (1875), Elkridge 

(1875), Germantown (1877), Mount Winans (1877), Annapolis Junction (1877), Halpine (1878), 

Bridewell (1880), Hanover (1880) Tuscarora (1882), Linden (1887), Derwood (1877 and 1887), 

and Brentwood (1888).18 

As in the early days, the newspapers of 1869 continued to reference “Mt. Airy Station” when 

describing the locality and surrounding area.  But now we know a station actually existed, and 

most likely served as the actual marker, such as: “Farm for sale…5 miles from Mt. Airy or 

Woodbine stations on the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad.”19 Or, “Wanted: A male teacher to 

instruct in the usual English branches and mathematics in a neighborhood school, half-mile from 

Mt. Airy Station on the Baltimore & Ohio railroad.”20   

 

 

                                                           
18  E. Francis Baldwin, Architect.  The B&O, Baltimore, and Beyond, by C.P. Avery, 2003, pg. 30 
19 Democratic Advocate June 10, 1869.  
20 The Central Presbyterian Paper, Virginia.  Sept 15, 1869. 

Photo circa 1890: The wooden passenger house built in 1869  

and the adjacent brick freight station built in 1876. 
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BRICK FREIGHT STATION: 1876. 

 

In 1876, a brick freight depot was built next to the wooden passenger house in Mt. Airy.  In the 

50th Annual Report, the B&O states “Important improvements have been made, and additional 

structures erected at…Mount Airy…and other points on the Main Stem and branches…”21       

The report specifically describes the freight depot as such: “At Mount Airy, a new one-story 

brick freight depot has been built, 25 feet 8 inches by 51 feet 10 inches, with 170 feet of platform, 

and crane for handling heavy freight.”22  As can be seen in some early photographs, the wooden 

platform extends across the back of the freight house, and ends just at the point between the 

freight depot and the adjoining wooden passenger house.  

 

 

 

 

 

The brick freight depot was built by the famous American architect, Ephraim Francis Baldwin 

(1837-1916).  He was educated in Maryland, and best known for his work along the B&O 

railroad.  Baldwin assumed the position of the B&O’s architect in 1872, and held that position 

until the mid-to-late 1890’s.23   Baldwin was not a full-time employee of the railroad and he did 

not maintain an office with the railroad.  Rather, he was retained by the railroad for the 

                                                           
2150th B&O Annual Report, 1876, pg. 13 [Courtesy B&O Railroad Museum Archives] 
22 Ibid, pg. 49 [Courtesy B&O Railroad Museum Archives] 
23 E. Francis Baldwin, Architect.  The B&O, Baltimore, and Beyond, by C.P. Avery, 2003, pg. 6 

Photo circa 1904:  Rear of the brick freight depot and wooden passenger house.  Note the original 

Baldwin brickwork design over the freight door and window. 
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architectural work, which was extensive, but he maintained a vigorous private practice for a 

variety of other clients at the same time.24   

 

 

 

 

His stations and buildings often included a Baldwin-trademark decorative finial (also known as 

an acroterion) and scrollwork (sometimes referred to as a “carpenter’s lace” or “jig-saw 

gingerbread”) upon the bargeboard, which is an exposed board or false rafter running underneath 

the slopes of a projecting roof.25   

 

                                                           
24 Ibid 
25 E. Francis Baldwin, Architect.  The B&O, Baltimore, and Beyond, by C.P. Avery, 2003, pg. 30 

Notice the distinctive, fancy scrollwork on the Mt. Airy Station rafters,  

commonly attributable to Francis Baldwin 

E. Francis Baldwin, architect of the Mount Airy 

freight station. 
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In early photographs of our station, and still visible today, one can see the ornate decorative 

woodwork in the bargeboards and fancy brickwork design common to Baldwin.  Also, the 

existence of the original brick freight house chimney centered in line with the trackside wall can 

be seen in many photographs up until the 1950’s.  That original chimney most likely vented a 

potbelly stove used to keep the freight house warm in the winter, and was torn down as part of 

later renovations.   

 

 

The freight house doors were unique.  During recent renovations of the train station in 2017, 

local craftsman Michael “Doc” O’Brien worked to restore the original freight house doors.  The 

original north and south facing freight doors appear to have been milled from cypress wood, 

known for its pesticide and resistance properties, and hung with cast iron hinges.  The doors were 

built upon a frame which included a center cross piece and a routed edge.   

 

Photo circa 1919 (courtesy of the B&O Historical Society):  The two adjacent chimneys on the rooftop were 

added as part of the 1905 renovation.  The lower chimney trackside was part of the original freight station 

built in 1876, and removed in later years. 
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Slats were then cut and placed on each side of the frame at an angle giving the doors their unique 

geometric design.  A cross-buck mullion was then laid over the exterior lower slats.  The door 

slats were a beaded, tongue-and-groove pattern.  The freight doors were closed and locked using 

metal spring-loaded hasps, which were made by Eastlake Company, and affixed to the top 

interior of the door.  They were latched and unlatched by the use of a long pull chain.  The 

eastern facing freight door was a large sliding door, hung on a metal rail, and existed in place on 

both the original freight house built in 1876, and later, on the eastern extension built in 1882.26
  

The year after its construction in 1876, our station again showed up on a Carroll County Map of 

1877.  The map depicted the station on the east side of Main Street, where it is currently located 

today.  (Interestingly, the former “Store and RR Station” described in the Carroll County map of 

1862, now appears on this map of 1877 as a “Res Store & P.O [Post Office]).”27   

                                                           
26 Valett interview with O’Brien, March 7, 2021 
27 An Illustrated Atlas of Carroll County Maryland, Reprint of the 1877 Edition, [Courtesy of Historical Society of                                                                          

Carroll County]    

Two of the original freight doors under renovation.  Note the angular 

direction of the slats, giving the door its unique characteristic. 
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Although small, with a square footage of only 1,275 feet, the freight house contributed to 

additional business, growth, and prosperity for the town.  As expected, it served as a commercial 

focal point and people often congregated there.  Unfortunately, shortly after construction, the 

station was the scene of a shooting on July 25, 1877, as described in a Westminster newspaper of 

the day:  

“Bushwhacking! Three employees of the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad named John Cogal, 

James Shottlemyer, and James Bowers were fired upon by unknown persons at Mount 

Airy Station Wednesday night.  Cogal was dangerously wounded.  Bowers and 

Shottlemyer were slightly injured.  Five of the men were sitting on the platform of the 

station when the shots were suddenly fired among them.  The men were hands at 

Barrett’s road camp.”28  

Regardless, the construction of the station and related improvements to the sidings were well 

received by the business community.  Two years after the freight house was built, local Mount 

Airy attorney, Mr. J. Pearre, Esquire, wrote to the President of the B&O about the local success, 

stating:   

“It is gratifying to me to be able to report a continuous increase of local freight at Mt. 

Airy since you gave increased facilities by enlarging your sidings.  From February 1 to 

June 15 1879, these have been one hundred and nineteen (119) loads of lime, and thirty 

eight (38) loads of lumber received and I think you will soon find a need for increased 

sidings as you will perceive these two articles alone average over a car load a day.”29   

Later that year, B&O Station Agent, Thomas P. Mullinix confirmed the same, and reported 

record breaking shipments out of Mt. Airy Station between August & September, to include 

                                                           
28 Democratic Advocate July 28, 1877. 
29 J. Pearre, Esq., Mt. Airy, letter to J.W. Garrett, July 4, 1879 [Courtesy Garrett Collection MS 2003, Box 69, File 

3693] 

1877 Carroll County Map, clearly showing the station in Mount Airy  
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25,000 bushels of wheat, 1,118 tons of fertilizer, 360 tons of coal, 60 car loads of lumber, and 

2,000 hogsheads of tobacco.30 

 

 

FREIGHT STATION EXTENSION 1882 

 

Soon, regional economic growth and the success of Mount Airy businesses lead to an increase in 

local freight traffic and, in 1882, the freight house was extended on the eastern end.  The B&O 

Annual Report of 1882 describes this expansion specifically as:  “At Mt. Airy an addition to the 

freight house 25 by 25 feet, 20 feet high, brick, with slate roof has been built.”31   The expansion 

included a sliding freight door, hung on the inside from an iron rail, on the eastern side of the 

station.  The jib crane used for heavy freight was also retained, and reinstalled on the extended 

northeast corner of the station.  The remnants of the wrought-iron gudgeon for the crane still 

remain today, and can be seen on the northeast corner of the station near the freight door.  

 

 

 

 

Interestingly, the foot of the new sliding door on the eastern expansion was not (nor is today) 

level with the other doors.  There is an 8” height difference between this door and the four other 

freight doors facing north and south.  The height has been measured, and the difference can be 

readily seen in photographs.  Without a ramp or a platform, one would have to actually step up in 

order to enter the freight door on the east side.  In one early photograph, just such an elevated 

                                                           
30 Democratic Advocate, October 11, 1879 
31 56th B&O Annual Report, 1882,  pg.54 [Courtesy B&O Railroad Museum Archives] 

Wrought iron angular gudgeon which held the top pinion of the jib-crane in place 

from 1882 
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platform can be seen to access the door.  This platform sits next to the jib crane, and a barrel can 

be seen resting on its side on top of it.   

 

In later years, a concrete platform was poured at two different levels and connected with a small 

slope. This platform exists today.  In photographs, the sloping concrete platform clearly shows 

the height difference between the bases of the freight doors.   

 

 

Photo circa 1930:   The eastern side sliding freight door.  Note the jib crane next to it, and the barrel sitting on 

the slightly elevated platform in front of the door. 

Photo circa 1990:  Note the distinct two-level elevation of the station platform and the sloping walkway 

connecting them. 



MOUNT AIRY STATION 
Historical Society of Mount Airy, Maryland 

 

13 
 

According to Grant Berry, Vice President of the B&O Historical Society, one explanation for 

this difference in height can be that the station extension was built at a time when the wheels and 

suspension of railroad cars were improved and sat higher than the earlier railroad cars of 

1876.32   The trend in the industry at this time was the replacement of old, smaller wood cars 

with larger steel construction.  This would have raised the freight cars higher than earlier station 

platforms, and would have prevented a smooth and level transition from dock to freight car.  

Although the east freight door does not sit adjacent to any railroad track, it may have been built 

with that consideration in mind, and the railroad could very well have anticipated the 

construction of a siding along the northern side of the station.  This explanation seems plausible, 

particularly in light of the above referenced communication by local attorney J. Pearre, who 

informed the railroad only two years earlier, “…I think you will soon find a need for increased 

sidings…”  

Around this time, in the relatively short period from 1883 to 1887, Baldwin designed a series of 

brick stations that are distinctively different from those of the previous decade.33  However, even 

though the expansion of our station was completed near this period of time, Baldwin retained the 

same architectural style and brickwork design as originally built in 1876.   Due to Mount Airy’s 

proximity to Baltimore, Francis Baldwin may have traveled here to supervise the original 

construction of the freight station in 1876, or perhaps the later expansion in 1882.  However, his 

biographers note that, considering the large number of projects and their shear geographical 

spread along the rail line (as well as their timing), it is unlikely that Baldwin traveled to many of 

the construction sites of the railroad stations or other projects he designed.34   

 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
32 Valett & Grant Berry Discussions, March 2021 
33 E. Francis Baldwin, Architect.  The B&O, Baltimore, and Beyond, by C.P. Avery, 2003, pgs. 30-31 
34 Ibid, pg. 7  

Freight receipt from 1886 signed by Thomas Mullinix, from one of the many railroading 

families in Mt. Airy 
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While the brick freight house received some well-deserved upgrades, the wooden passenger 

house was beginning to see some wear in the following years.  Infestation by pests was a 

particular problem.  Charles Landerkin, the telegraph operator at Mount Airy, was so badly stung 

by a lot of bees one Sunday in 1885 that he was rendered “insensible for some time.”35  There is 

some evidence that the telegraph was actually located in a telegraph tower across the street from 

the station.   During an interview about his life, Mt. Airy resident and electrician, Charles 

Riddlemoser recounted, in part, that around April of 1900 “…the Morse code and telegraphy I 

learned at the B&O tower, which then stood in the rear of Hood’s building.”36  This tower does 

appear in the early 1899 Sanborn Fire map of Mt. Airy, but not in any other maps after 1904.   

Nevertheless, the railroad continued to invest in improvements and repairs to the Mount Airy 

Station over the next two decades.  For instance, the invention of the telephone (in 1876) helped 

to connect anxious passengers to Mount Airy Station a decade later.  The Frederick News Post of 

1888 announced “The Ridgeville Hotel and the Eagle Hotel, have both been landmarks to 

travelers along the pike and, through telephonic communication with the depot, railway 

passengers can be promptly served with conveyances…”37    

                                                           
35 Democratic Advocate, June 6, 1885 
36 Riddlemoser Interview, Community Reporter, January 6, 1942 
37 Frederick News Post, March 26, 1888 

The Mount Airy passenger house and freight station depot complex as of 1899.  The E.M. Molesworth 

Planing Mill stands behind it.  Note the track siding along the mill side, built approximately in 1879 

and referenced in J. Pearre’s letter to the B&O. Also note the telegraph office tower, center bottom 

[Ref: Mount Airy 1899 Sanborn Fire Insurance Map, Courtesy Library of Congress]  
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The station and those who served it often made headlines in the papers of the day.  One such 

announcement occurred in 1888, as: “Harry D. Gould, ticket agent at Mount Airy station for 

some time past, has been appointed a postal clerk on the line between New York and 

Washington.  Mr. Gould reported for duty on the 1st.  The vacancy in Mt. Airy will be filled by 

Somerset Hipsley.”38    

As in the early years, Mount Airy remained a rough and tumble town, and experienced its share 

of trouble.  The station continued to see its share of intrigue too.  In 1895, another shooting at the 

station was reported as a train was leaving for Baltimore: 

 A B&O Brakeman Shot!  James H. Cronise, aged twenty-five years, a brakeman on the 

Baltimore & Ohio freight train, was brought to Camden station last night with a pistol-

shot wound through the left ankle.  He said he was shot by a man while his train was 

leaving Mt. Airy station, on the main line of the road.  As the train was leaving the station 

four men got into it.  Mr. Cronise ordered the men to leave the train, which they declined 

to do, and he then put them off.  When the train drew away, one of the men shot the 

brakeman.  The men escaped after the shot was fired.39 

 

NEW STATION BUILT 1905 

 

By the end of the century, the wooden passenger house was approaching 30 years old, and had 

seen better days.  A new station was warranted.  Complaints were made public, and reputations 

were to be had.  In 1897, one local paper summarized it best:  

Mt. Airy is the most important station on the B&O railroad between Baltimore and 

Frederick, and it would seem fitting that one or two improvements should be made by the 

railroad company…The Station is awful.  The old depot at Westminster was bad enough, 

but the Mt. Airy one is worse; in preference to waiting for trains in the so called “ladies 

room,” ladies stand outside in all weathers, the odors and sights within being a little too 

much for olfactories and modest visions.40
 

Repairs to Mt. Airy Station were also beginning to add up.  For example, the official B&O 

accounting books recorded a few repairs to the Mt. Airy Station house around the years 1898-

1899, to include a $22.07 repair41 and additional expenditures identified as “Station House 

                                                           
38 Democratic Advocate, July 14, 1888. 
39 Cumberland Evening Times, July 22, 1895.   
40 Democratic Advocate, February 20, 1897 
41 Statement of expenditures on account of repairs of depots on Main Line and Branches East of Cumberland for 

fiscal year ended Sept. 30th 1898 [Courtesy of Maryland Historical Society, Garrett Collection, MS 2003, box 69, 

folder 3693] 
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Mount Airy - $8.00 / $7.00:  $15.00”.42  (It should be noted that, accounting for inflation, $22 in 

1898 was worth the equivalent of over $700 today).   

Additionally, the B&O was in the process of expanding its sidings to service both the anticipated 

station and the expanded E.M. Molesworth Planing Mill behind the station.  This required the 

removal of part of Parr’s Ridge behind the existing mill in order to accommodate a new siding.  

The Frederick Citizen newspaper of December 22, 1899 reported:  “The work of cutting down 

the big hill at the Mt. Airy Station is about completed.  When a new station is erected at this 

point this will be one of the most important stations along the line.  Few places are growing as 

rapidly and as substantially as Mt. Airy.”43   

The reduction of Parr’s Ridge and addition of sidings were just some of several, nearby railroad 

projects underway, including the digging of a new mainline tunnel a mile away beneath the town 

of Ridgeville.  There was some anxiety in Mt. Airy that the new mainline would result in the 

removal of the train tracks through town.  However, the construction of the new station and 

industry sidings bode well for the future of industry in town and, as long as projects were 

underway, Mt. Airy decided to also ask for a tunnel beneath the track fill, west of the station, in 

order cross the four railroad tracks safely.  “In order to make the crossing of the railroad safe, 

the Mayor and Council have asked the railroad officials to put in a sub-grade crossing west of 

the railroad station under the Big Fill.  C.M. Hollister, trainmaster, promised town authorities 

that their request would be favorably acted upon by the railroad company.  The erection of such 

a costly piece of masonry is proof positive that the B&O will not remove the tracks from Mt. 

Airy.”44  This project never came to pass.  

Finally, in 1901, the railroad committed to the construction of a new station in Mount Airy.  The 

amount proposed was worth approximately $53,229 in today’s dollars.  The minutes of the board 

state: 

Mt. Airy, MD.  New Station.  The President submitted a letter from the General Manager 

dated October 19, 1901, recommending, for the economical operation of the line, an 

expenditure of $1,700 for construction of a new station at Mt. Airy, Md.  On motion, duly 

made and seconded, the Committee adopted the following resolution and recommended 

that same be adopted by the Board:  Resolved, that authority is hereby given to proceed 

with the construction of a new station at Mt. Airy, Maryland, at an estimated cost of 

$1,700, to be charged:  To Operation $200; to Construction $1,500.45   

The renovation included the replacement of the wooden passenger house with a new brick 

extension for passengers, and brick restoration work throughout the rest of the freight house.  

                                                           
42 Statement of expenditures on account of Reps of depot, Main Line and Branches East of Cumberland from 

October 1, 1896 to September 30, 1899. [Courtesy of Maryland Historical Society, Garrett Collection, MS 2003, 

box 69, folder 3693] 
43 Frederick Citizen, December 22, 1899 
44 Democratic Advocate, January 12, 1901. 
45 B&O Historical Minute Book, 1895-1903: Page 216, Nov 14, 1901 
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The new station received significant press coverage over the next few years until it was built.   

The Citizen, a Frederick newspaper, reported in 1901, “The Directors of the B&O Railroad at 

their last meeting made an appropriation to build a new station at Mt. Airy, in Carroll County.  

There was great need of a station at this important point.”46   Even land advertisements 

capitalized on the pending construction of a new station.  One advertisement read:  “For Sale.  

Thursday, May 14, 1903 …tracks of land will be sold in three parcels and are located on the 

road from Mt. Airy to the Baltimore & Frederick turnpike, near the contemplated new station of 

the Baltimore & Ohio railroad…”47
 

While the construction of the old freight station was attributable to Francis Baldwin, the 

construction of the new station was due to the intervention and support of General Louis Victor 

“Vic” Baughman (1845-1906).   Born in Frederick, Maryland, Baughman was a local farmer and 

a horseman, and from 1857 to 1861, he worked as an appraiser for the Port of Baltimore.  During 

the Civil War, he served in Company D, First Regiment of the Maryland Confederate Cavalry, 

attaining the rank of general.   After 1872, he was a managing editor of The Citizen, and later 

served two terms as Comptroller of the Treasury, from 1888 to 1892.  Baughman was a leading 

figure in the Democratic Party in Frederick County, and he co-directed the Washington branch of 

the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad after 1901.  He also served on the staff of Governor John 

Walter Smith from 1900 to 1904.48   

 

 

                                                           
46 The Citizen, November 22, 1901. 
47 Democratic Advocate, May 2, 1903. 
48 General L. Victor Baughman (1845-1906) [From Maryland State Archives MSA SC 3520-1568] 

L. Victor Baughman, the B&O official responsible for the renovations and reconstruction of the Mt. Airy 

Station in 1905. 
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The local newspapers in 1904 praised Baughman’s success, reporting:   

Gen. Baughman Gets New Station:  The Baltimore and Ohio Railroad Company has 

decided to build an addition to the station at Mount Airy at a cost of about $1,700.  The 

old frame structure has been there for many years and is used for both freight and 

passenger business, and is quite inadequate.  Officials of the road say that Gen. L. Victor 

Baughman has been working for the improvements for four or five years, and it is largely 

through his persistent efforts that the addition will be built.49  

Although construction was approved in 1901, the actual work did not begin until early 1905, and 

was completed several months thereafter.  The work was contracted to a Baltimore firm operated 

by Arthur L. Shreve, and progress and updates were included in the newspapers of 1905.   On 

March 4, 1905, the Democratic Advocate from Westminster, Maryland reported:   

Work has resumed at the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad Company’s new passenger depot in 

Mt. Airy. The building of the depot was begun the first of the year, but work was 

suspended on account of the severe weather.  When completed, Mt. Airy Station will be 

one of the best on the first division of the main line of the Baltimore & Ohio.  The work is 

in charge of contractor Arthur L. Shreve, of Baltimore.    

An update on March 25, 1905, announced:   “The workmen on the new B&O Station are getting 

along very fast with the brick work. The people will certainly be pleased with the new station and 

it will be a great improvement.”   

As previously noted, the new station was extended on the western end to replace the old wooden 

passenger house with a new brick passenger waiting area.  Interestingly, photographs of the day 

confirm that contractors did not tear down the old wooden structure at the time, but simply 

picked it up and moved it back about 20 feet behind the work area, presumably so it could still be 

used until the completion of the new station. 

  

                                                           
49 Baltimore Sun, November 10, 1904. 
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The renovated station and new brick work kept Baldwin’s original patterns and design 

throughout, especially in the decorative cornices or crowns located above the doors and 

windows.  Additionally, two new adjacent chimneys were added to service both the passenger 

waiting area and the freight house.   The original chimney located along the southern wall, 

trackside, was retained, but most likely served no functional purpose and was ultimately 

removed in later years.   At some point after construction, a new, wooden station platform was 

added which completely surrounded the station, and extended eastward along the track another 

50 feet.  It is not clear when the construction was done, but the platform is included and 

distinctly visible in a Sanborn Company fire map of Mt. Airy, as of August, 1911. 

 

The new passenger waiting area being constructed as part of the station renovations conducted in 1905.  Note the 

old wooden passenger house on the far left, temporarily moved while construction was underway. 
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TWENTIETH-CENTURY STATION 1915-1957. 

 

With the establishment of the Mt. Airy Ice and Electric Company in 1915, the station received 

electric lighting for the first time around the fall of 1915, along with a fresh coat of paint.50  The 

station seemed complete, but problems still existed.  Even with the new passenger station now in 

service, the trains stopping in Mount Airy did not drop passengers off at the station, but stopped 

in the middle of the tracks and, with the help of a wooden box for a step, disembarked passengers 

in the mud and dirt.   This was because, at its peak, of the four tracks which crossed Main Street, the 

two middle tracks were the east and westbound main tracks, leaving the tracks closest to the station as a 

siding for the freight house and the Mill across Main Street.51   Inevitably, freight cars loading at the 

mill dock would block any through-passenger train.  Instead, the passenger trains ran on the 

inner two tracks, to ensure an easy thoroughfare out of town.  In fact, as of March 3, 1916 it was 

enough of a problem for the Mt. Airy Messenger to ask the B&O for a “favor” in developing a 

                                                           
50 Mt. Airy Messenger, March 3, 1916. 
51 B&OHS track map research by Dale Corn, January 2022 

The new Mount Airy passenger and freight depot complex as of 1911.  The Mt. Airy Lumber & Grain 

Company stands behind it. [Ref: Mount Airy August, 1911 Sanborn Fire Insurance Map, Courtesy 

Library of Congress]  
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better system of getting passengers on and off the train at the station and pleaded with them to 

see if this “could be done right in front of the station platform.”52  

In August of 1941, a new loading platform was erected at the station.  Although passenger 

service had decreased, there had been a steady increase in freight handled at the station which 

warranted the construction of a large, new loading platform on the east side of the station 

building.  The work was performed by a team of carpenters under the supervision of B&O 

foreman C.R. Orndorff.  The August 22, 1941 edition of the Community Reporter stated “The 

platform will greatly facilitate the loading and unloading of heavy freight of all kinds, especially 

automobiles and tractors, which have been shipped in increasing number via rail freight during 

the past several months.” 

Around this same time, and perhaps in conjunction with the construction work, the U.S. Coast & 

Geodetic Survey (now part of the National Oceanic & Atmospheric Administration) installed a 

“bench mark” disk within the outside brick wall, near the southwest corner of the station.  The 

“bench mark” is a specific type of survey mark that has a known elevation above or below a 

certain adopted data point, and marks a key survey point on the Earth’s surface.53   Many bench 

marks were sometimes set vertically in the wall of a building.  Between 1900 and 1972, over 

700,000 disks were factory stamped with the year of installation and the name “U.S. Coast & 

Geodetic Survey” and installed throughout the country.  (Note: It is a federal crime to tamper 

with these disks.)  

 

 

 

 

                                                           
52 Mt. Airy Messenger, March 3, 1916. 
53 National Geodetic Survey website; geodesy.noaa.gov 

U.S. Coast & Geodetic Survey bench mark disk marks the location and 

elevation of the Mt. Airy train station. 
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By all newspaper accounts of the time, the station was fortunate enough to have survived all of 

the major fires in Mount Airy of 1903, 1914, 1925, and 1969.   The fire of March 25, 1914, 

started in the Farmers Milling and Grain Company across the street from the station and spread 

north through the business section.  Unfortunately, the fire partially destroyed the western side of 

the station wall facing the mill.54    Several years later, on June 4, 1925, the business district of 

Mount Airy north of the railroad tracks once again went up in smoke and flames.  The fire 

resulted in the destruction of one-fourth of Mount Airy and eleven buildings were destroyed.  

Miraculously, the train station survived as the fire raged all around it.55  Yet again, several 

decades later, another major fire struck the Mount Airy Mill, which was completely destroyed on 

May 2, 1969, in a spectacular fire.  The Mount Airy Volunteer Fire Company, through its quick 

and efficient action saved all the surrounding buildings, including the station, by wetting down 

the roof.  Interestingly, after the fire, the mill manager, Norman E. Etzler, continued business 

operations by working out of the now abandoned train station.56   The railroad Maintenance of 

Way (MOW) department continued to use the station into the 1960s before the B&O sold the 

station. The MOW department stored their equipment and passenger and freight cars in Mt Airy 

up into the early 1970s.57 

Twilight came to the Mount Airy station with the cancellation of train service in the mid-

twentieth century.    On April 17, 1931 the railroad announced it would cancel trains 71 and 72, 

which carried the mail.58  The last passenger train to service Mount Airy ran Saturday night, 

December 31, 1949, as B&O engine #47 pulled three coach cars through town and back to 

Baltimore.59 In August 1957 the tracks east of Mount Airy were abandoned by the B&O railroad 

bringing an end to freight service through Mount Airy station.  The tracks on the west end of 

town continued to provide service up to the Mt. Airy Cold Storage facility until the close of that 

business in 2005.   
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54 The Daily News, Frederick, MD March 26, 1914 
55 Baltimore Sun, June 5, 1925 
56 Community Reporter, May 9, 1969 
57 B&OHS research by Dale Corn, January 2022 
58 Mt. Airy Centennial Book, 1994, as research by Dale Corn, B&OHS 
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