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The President’s Pen 

Mike Eacho 

Congratulations to the newest members of the Mount 

Airy Hall of Fame: Arnold William “Bill” Butts, 

Wayne Donald Esworthy, Mary Elizabeth Hushour, 

Francesco “Frank” Illiano, Bruce John Walz, Ph.D. and 

their families and friends.  These five new members of 

the Mount Airy Hall of Fame are truly deserving 

people, who through their good works have helped to 

make Mount Airy such a wonderful place to live. 

The hard-working members of our exhibit and 

fundraising committee have been busy researching and 

designing several new exhibits, which will go on 

display soon.  They continue to work hard to make the 

Mount Airy Museum a great place to visit!  If you 

haven’t been to the museum lately, you have missed 

seeing the latest changes that these volunteers have 

made. 

To all the people who have worked on the exhibits 

and who have volunteered to keep the museum and the 

caboose open for our visitors, thank you so much! 

A special thanks also to the people who helped make 

this year’s Mount Airy Hall of Fame Banquet and 

Induction Ceremony a success.  This event helps us to 

fund many of our activities during the year. 

 

Welcome New Members 

The Historical Society would like to extend a 

welcome to the following new members: 

• Sylvia and Joe Cochran 

• David Neilson 

We would also like to welcome back all our members 

for what we hope will be an exciting new year. We 

invite all our members to help us with the design of our 

new museum in the Mount Airy Station. 

 

Thank You for Your Support 

The Historical Society of Mount Airy, Maryland 

would like to extend our sincere thanks to the following 

individuals and businesses who have made donations to 

the Historical Society.  These donations help us with 

the cost of printing the newsletter, cataloging and 

storage of new items in the collection, and the 

acquisition of new historical items.  They will also help 

us pay for new, informative, and eye-catching exhibits 

in the all new Mount Airy Museum.  

Denny & Pat Ahalt 

Jenny Bowlus 

Linda & Donnie Brightwell 

Sandy & Doug Dutterer 

Ruth Ann Lowman 

Shirley Norwood 

Billy and Barbara Wagner 

New Windsor State Bank (ACNB Bank) 

 
 

 

Ad from the Community Reporter May 12, 1939 
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Editor’s Note: The following article appeared in the 

Mount Airy Community Reporter on Friday, May 10, 

1968, 50 years ago. Carl “Teen” Smith was just 

inducted into the Mount Airy Hall of Fame. 

Dodson Improving At Hospital After Finger 

Amputation 

Observed 15th Birthday Sunday After Losing 

Fingers In School Bus Crash 

 Charles Dodson, 15 year-old son of Mr. and Mrs. C. 

Carl Dodson, Park Avenue, who was removed to the 

Frederick City Hospital immediately after bus crash last 

Friday afternoon is improving nicely, physicians said 

yesterday.  

 Young Dodson, the most seriously injured of the 23 

students occupying the vehicle which quit the highway 

north of Mt. Airy and rolled over last Friday, on Sunday 

observed his 15th birthday in the hospital. 

 Dodson, a member of the .junior class, in the crash 

lost the little finger and the end of the index finger.  

Amputation of the middle finger was necessitated on 

Tuesday.  Physicians were hopeful of saving the ring 

finger on his right hand. 

 Miss Rebecca Molesworth, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 

James Molesworth, sustained a scalp wound which 

required 22 stitches to close.  She was recovering nicely 

at her home late this week and expected to return to 

school on Monday. 

 Apparently none ·the worse for their harrowing 

experience last Friday afternoon, all of the 23 students 

of the local high school who were on the bus at the time 

of the upset, except three, reported for classes Monday 

morning.  Louise Nissenbaum reported at school on 

Tuesday. 

The accident occurred, occupants of the bus said, 

when an automobile in front of the school bus, operated 

and owned by Oscar M. Unglesbee, this place, suddenly 

made a left turn.  Children occupying the front seats of 

the vehicle said the machine in front, owned and driven 

by M. L. Nicodemus, local plumber, turned off the 

highway without giving Unglesbee any warning that 

such was his intention.  

Girl Gives Version. 

 "The bus, traveling some 30 or 35 miles an hour", 

said one girl. "was following Mr. Nicodemus when he 

suddenly slowed down and turned sharply to the left, 

without any signal or warning whatever." 

 Interviewed at his home at the Ridgeville Hotel 

following the accident, Unglesbee said: "I was driving 

right behind Mr. Nicodemus when he suddenly stopped.  

I don't believe I was traveling more than 30 miles an 

hour, probably about 25, but the auto in front stopped 

so suddenly; without warning, that I had to swerve to 

the right. 

 "I thought I could sideswipe him, rather than hit him 

squarely, and remain on the shoulder of the road right 

front wheel hit a mail though, forcing us into a ditch.  

 "We had come almost to a stop when I felt the bus 

turning over.  I quickly cut the engine to avoid the 

danger of fire, and the bus rolled over on its top. 

Pinned In Wreckage. 

 "The children were scrambled on the roof of the bus, 

screaming and crying. I was pinned in my seat and 

could not get out.  They told me none of the children 

were killed, but I wanted them counted first.  After this 

was I done they cut me loose from the wreckage." 

 State Policeman George E. Newcomer, who 

investigated the crash, said charges of reckless driving 

would be placed against Unglesbee, driver of the school 

bus, and Nicodemus, who was driving the automobile 

alleged to have figured in the accident.  Both cases will 

be heard November 12 at Mt. Airy.  

 The accident occurred when the bus, loaded with 

students of the three upper classes here, was returning 

from Westminster, where the children had been 

practicing for a program to be given today at the State 

Teachers' Meeting in Baltimore. Occupants of the 

vehicle included:  

Seniors On Bus. 

 Seniors, all of whom escaped with lacerations, 

contusions and hurts of a less serious nature-Patricia 

Purdy, Virginia Hilleary, Preston Brown, Lindsay 

Taylor, William Conaway, Herman Beck, Jr., and 

Carroll Fleming.  

 Injuries were also sustained by the following juniors: 

Sue Purdy, Mary Frances Williar, Jessie Watkins, 

Louise Nisenbaum, Minnie Resnick, Murray Ryan, 

Jack Leatherwood. Gordon Skeggs, Robert 

Riddlemoser, Bond Baker and Margaret Gosnell. 

 Sophomores on the bus were: Kathryn Etchison, 

Rosalie Williar and Eleanor VanSant, all of whom were 

treated by local physicians.  David Ferree was also on 

the machine. 

Continued on page 3 
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Dodson Improving at Hospital (continued) 

 Unglesbee, who has been driving a school bus for 

eight years, said Friday evening this was the first 

accident in which he had ever been involved.  Principal 

Martin declared it was a “miracle that more of our 

children were not seriously injured”, adding that 

“Unglesbee was known to be a careful driver, with a 

perfect record as a bus operator.” 

Jinx Following Unglesbee. 

 Old Man Jinx, it seems has camped on the heels of 

Unglesbee.  Only lately his wife recovered sufficiently 

to return from a State institution where she had been 

undergoing treatment for several months. 

 Last July, the Board of Education, attributing its 

action to Unglebee’s failure to stop at railroad crossing, 

severed the school bus contract which the local man 

held eight years.  The Board reversed its action at a 

later meeting and reinstated Unglesbee, when he 

presented a petition signed by local business men and 

the parents of school children carried on his machines.  

A delegation of 40 local persons accompanied him to 

Westminster and spoke in his behalf at the meeting at 

which his school bus contract was renewed. 

 Property damage of $50 was caused at the Ridgeville 

Hotel on Sept. 26, when unknown parties hurled rocks 

through a large plate glass window in front of the 

building and broke 14 smaller panes and a glass in 

Unglesbee’s school bus. 

 
Ad from the Community Reporter January 6, 1939 

First Citizen Succumbs 

Last Rites for Walter R. Rudy, 74, Held Here Tuesday 

Brief Services At Home Conducted by  

Rev. Leon P. F. Vauthier, P.E. Rector 

 Funeral services for Walter R. Rudy, well known 

resident who died suddenly at his home here Saturday 

night at 10:45 p.m. were conducted at the home 

Tuesday afternoon at 1 o’clock by the Rev. Leon P. 

F.Vauthier, rector of St. James Episcopal Church.   

 
Walter R. Rudy 

Walter R. Rudy 

 The sudden death of Walter R. Rudy, this town’s first 

citizen, removes from the community the individual 

whose name was synonymous with Mt. Airy. 

 For more than half a century he labored on behalf of 

the town and county of his adoption.  A review of his 

wide and varied interests reveals he played an important 

part in the economic and civic welfare of the 

community.  His name is linked with the establishment 

of almost every enterprise undertaken here. 

 Indeed, in traveling throughout Carroll, Mr. Rudy’s 

adopted county, it was not uncommon to meet 

individual who intimately knew “Doctor” Rudy but 

who had only a hazy recollection of Mt. Airy.  His 

political interests carried him into remote sections and 

won for him friends who were legion.  While accepted 

and recognized as the leader of the Republican forces in 

Carroll he was never known as a “boss.” 

 Mr. Rudy’s uncanny ability to win elections which 

brought him the highest posts in the State 

administration did not spring from a dictatorial, boss-

like attitude.  On the contrary, his likeable personality 

and courteous and gentlemanly treatment of those who 

did not see eye to eye with him in matters political, 

Continued on page 7 
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2019 Hall of Fame Inductees 

 The Historical Society of Mount Airy has announced 

its inductees into the Mount Airy Hall of Fame for 

2019.  These inductees are Arnold William. “Bill” 

Butts, Wayne Donald Esworthy, Mary Elizabeth 

Hushour, Francesco “Frank” Illiano and Bruce John 

Walz, Ph.D.  The 2019 class will be officially inducted 

at the Historical Society of Mount Airy’s annual Hall of 

Fame Induction Ceremony and Dinner on March 19 at 

the American Legion home, 801 Prospect Road, Mount 

Airy.  This group of inductees expands the overall 

membership to 120. 

 All of those nominated for this honor were truly 

special, but only five could be selected.  They all 

contributed to the Mount Airy community in a positive 

way.  The accomplishments of the nominees are 

described in the following paragraphs. 

Arnold William “Bill” Butts 

May 17, 1946 -  

Financial Planner / Community Volunteer 

  Born and raised as an 

only child on a farm in 

Central Texas near Austin, 

“Sonny” graduated from 

Rockdale HS in 1964, went 

off to college at the Univ. 

of North Texas / Denton 

and immediately changed 

his first name to “Bill”. 

Graduated in 1968 with a 

BA in English, taught High 

School English and 

Spanish for 5 years before 

going back for a Master’s Degree in Communications 

from UT /Austin in 1975. 

 Bill married Glee in 1972 and they began their 

family with daughter, Brittany in 1976, followed 3 

years later with son, Brel.  After producing educational 

media in Austin, Bill landed a job with the company 

that ultimately became Time Warner Communications.  

Over a 25 year span with TWC and thereafter as a 

marketing & business development executive, Bill & 

Glee moved a lot: from Texas to Reading, PA, with 

subsequent moves to: Denver, CO...Greensboro, NC. 

Honolulu, HI… briefly back to Austin….New Orleans, 

LA …overseas to Warsaw, Poland… and finally back 

to the U.S.  In 2003, Bill & Glee arrived in Maryland, 

decided to make Mt. Airy their home and  

 

Bill embarked on a new career as a financial advisor & 

retirement planner.  

 On the community service side, Bill has been a 

member of the Mt. Airy Planning Commission since 

2010, serving 5 years as its Chair, during which time 

the PC updated the Town Master Plan. In preparation 

for the update, Bill helped design and conduct a 2012 

Community-wide Needs Assessment.  Shortly 

afterward, he initiated an annual Information Town 

Commissions Exchange to facilitate implementation of 

the Master Plan.  And when the League of Women 

Voters was no longer able to continue offering their 

local election candidate forums, Bill utilized his 

producer experience to continue the live local forums to 

benefit both the candidates and the local electorate. 

 Other local service includes: board member of the 

Mt. Airy Disaster Relief Fund since its inception in 

2006; Exec Board Member & Finance Committee Chair 

for the Carroll Media Center; and active member of Mt. 

Airy Kiwanis since 2004.  Kiwanis positions include: 

club President (2005-07), Membership chair (since 

2008), Capital District Communications Committee 

Chair ((2010-12) and Strategic Planning Committee 

Chair (2018-19). 

 Bill is also a member and staunch supporter of the 

Mt. Airy Chamber (GMACC), MAMSA, and the Mt. 

Airy Arts Alliance.  And since 2012, both Bill and Glee 

have been board members of A is For Africa (AIFA), a 

local non-profit focused on supporting educational 

improvement and community development in Tanzania, 

as well as providing an international link for our local 

community and children. Community service and 

human connection matters….so much 

 

Ad from the Community Reporter March 24, 1939 
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Wayne Donald Esworthy 

December 15. 1947 -  

Volunteer Fireman  

 Wayne Esworthy was 

born in New Midway, 

Maryland on December 15, 

1947.  His family moved to 

Mt. Airy, Maryland in 1953.  

Wayne attended Mt. Airy 

Elementary School and Mt. 

Airy High School, 

graduating in 1965. 

 Wayne is a Vietnam 

Veteran serving in the 

United States Army from 

1967 to 1969.  After military service he returned to Mt. 

Airy and started working at Mt. Airy Locker (now 

Wagner’s Meats).  He retired in 2014 with 44 years of 

service. 

 Wayne is a Life Member of the Mt. Airy Volunteer 

Fire Company and just recently completed 50 years 

Active Service.  Wayne served as President of the Fire 

Company from 1979 to 1982. 

 Wayne is married to Jean Roberts Esworthy of 

Tuscaloosa, Alabama.  They were married in 1970.  

They have three children and five grandchildren. 

 Wayne and Jean are active members of the Locust 

Grove Church of the Brethren. 

Mary Elizabeth Hushour 

April 1, 1964 -  

Community Volunteer 

 Mary Hushour was born 

in Easton, MD and spent 

most of her childhood living 

on Maryland’s eastern shore 

following her father’s USN 

career.  Upon graduating 

from Villa Julie College she 

resided and worked in 

Annapolis as a real estate 

settlement officer.  In 1987, 

she married Larry Hushour 

and after 13 years of 

continued Navy relocations, 

she settled in Mount Airy with Larry and their two 

children, Brian and Elizabeth. 

 

 When Elizabeth entered Girl Scouts, Mary became 

a GSA leader.  Beyond maintaining her troop through 

two Gold Award recipients, Mary’s most significant 

contribution occurred when she helped staff, then 

directed the GSA Summer Camp for Nation’s Capital 

district at Camp WestMar, near Thurmont, from 2002-

2004.  Mary also served on the Committee for BSA 

Troop 460 as Secretary and helped with their annual 

bingo fundraisers. 

 Mary served on the town’s Beautification 

Commission from 2007-2017.  She served as Chair for 

3 of those years and was instrumental in the design and 

installation of the Park’s uniform entry signs.  She also 

assisted the commission in the town’s “Welcome” sign 

project that is now installed aside SH27. 

 Mary became active in the Rails to Trails project in 

2013, and has maintained the social media aspects for 

the project through today.  As well, she functioned as 

the primary fundraiser gleaning well over $20,000 

dollars through four annual bingos and other raffles.  

She became familiar with grant writing and contributed 

to numerous applications for the trail.  When the 

“Mackenzie the caboose” project emerged, her skillset 

naturally transferred to the new undertaking where she 

successfully garnered a State bond to help offset the 

costs of a pavilion destined to protect the caboose. 

 Her many accomplishments were acknowledged by 

the Town when the Mayor presented her with the first 

“Mayoral Award for  Exemplary Community Service” 

in 2017. 

Since “Mackenzie” arrived on Main Street, Mary has 

managed the displays in the caboose and enjoys 

decorating the interior for Christmas and even created a 

“seek and find” game that the children love. During the 

summer, you’ll likely hear her singing at the Farmer’s 

Market. She currently is contributing to the historical 

society by fundraising, helping with grants and 

managing their social media presence. 

Mary is a successful realtor in Mount Airy with 

Long and Foster. She sincerely believes in giving back 

to her community. 

 

Discover the History of Mount Airy! 

Visit the Mount Airy Museum 

Open Saturdays and Sundays noon until 4 p.m. 
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Francesco “Frank” Illiano 

October 4, 1962 -  

Businessman / Community Supporter 

Husband, father, grand-

father, restaurateur, 

businessman, employer, 

sponsor, supporter, coach. 

In his 30 years in Mount 

Airy, Frank has touched 

countless lives by donating 

his time, financial support - 

and tray after tray of baked 

ziti - to innumerable local 

organizations, fundraisers 

and causes. 

Frank was born and raised in Monte di Procida, a 

picturesque fishing town on Italy’s Sorrento Coast.  He 

grew up in the kitchens of family restaurants and later 

in the galleys of Mediterranean cargo ships. 

He and his brothers came to Carroll County in the 

early 1980s, and within a decade Frank had opened the 

New York J&P Pizza in Mount Airy, met and married 

his wife Miia. They raised their children Amber, Randy 

and Gennaro here - with grandson Finn joining the 

family in September 2017. 

From MAVFC to MAYAA, and every civic group, 

school, church, sports league and scouting troop in 

between, it’s hard to find a local endeavor that has not 

benefited from Frank’s support at some stage - either 

through J&P or its sister restaurant, The Mount Airy 

Inn. 

In recent years Frank has been an instrumental part 

of the Illiano Project, a grass roots organization set up 

to combat the devastating effects of the opioid crisis on 

our community. 

 
Ad from the Community Reporter March 17, 1939 

Bruce John Walz, Ph.D. 

March 28, 1953 -  

Volunteer Fireman / Health Services Provider 

 Bruce moved to the Mt. Airy 

area when he was two years old.  

He always considered Mount 

Airy his hometown.  Bruce 

attended parochial school, the 

Mount Airy schools, and South 

Carroll High School (Class of 

71). 

 Bruce began his career as a 

volunteer fireman in 1970 with 

the Winfield Community 

Volunteer Fire Company.  He 

joined the Mount Airy Volunteer Fire Company in 

1990.  He began providing Advanced Life Support 

(ALS) in 1975, often responding on MAVFC calls, 

especially at night.  He served as one of two main ALS 

instructors for the Carroll County ALS Program.  In 

1990, Bruce became an active member of the MAVFC 

and received numerous response awards both for fire 

and EMS.  He served as a line and chief officer.  He 

also served on the Board of Managers.  In 2005, Bruce 

“retired” from active emergency response after 35 

years, 30 as an ALS provider. He served as 2nd and 1st 

Vice President, becoming President from 2014-2017.  

He was inducted into the Carroll County Volunteer 

Emergency Services Association Hall of Fame in 2009. 

 In 2006, Bruce was appointed to the Board of 

Supervisors of Elections, becoming chair in 2008. 

Bruce was successful in moving the town from paper 

ballots to electronic voting.  

 Bruce is professor and past chair of the Department 

of Emergency Health Services at the University of 

Maryland, Baltimore County (UMBC) and Special 

Assistant to the Provost for Strategic Initiatives and an 

affiliate professor in the School of Public Policy.  He 

has been in the University System of Maryland since 

1979, having served with the Maryland Fire and Rescue 

Institute until 1987 when he joined the faculty of 

UMBC.  Bruce has been involved in many aspects of 

EMS education development.  He was a group leader 

for development of the National Standard Paramedic 

and Intermediate Curriculum as well as the National 

EMS Educational Standards.   

Continued on page 7. 
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Bruce John Walz, PhD  (continued) 

He is a charter member of the National Association of 

EMS Educators (NAEMSE) and past president.  He 

was on the board of Advocates for EMS and is a past 

president. He is on the editorial board of Prehospital 

Emergency Care.  He has contributed to various 

publications. He is the author of Introduction to EMS 

Systems and co-author of Foundations of EMS Systems. 

He has presented at international, national, and regional 

EMS conferences. 

 Bruce received the Lifetime Achievement Award 

from NAEMSE and the prestigious University System 

of Maryland Board of Regents’ Faculty Award for 

Public Service for his efforts to establish an EMS 

Caucus in the U.S. Congress. 

 Bruce received a doctorate from the University of 

Maryland, College Park, a master’s degree from Hood 

College Graduate School, and a bachelor’s degree from 

Western Maryland College. 

 His hobbies include photography, woodworking, 

amateur radio, and boating.  He can often be found with 

Bentley, his English Springer Spaniel, on R2T and at 

various town parks and events. 

 
Ad from the March 6, 1939 Community Reporter 

Note: Smith’s Bowling Alleys were located in the 

IOOF (Independent Organization of Odd Fellows) Hall, 

which is now Miracles Salon and Day Spa, 9 North 

Main St. 

Walter R. Rudy (continued from page 3) 

enabled him to register victories despite insurmountable 

handicaps. 

 Ever-mindful of the rights and feelings of others, his 

shrewd political maneuverings won for him countless 

friends of the opposite political faith.  To his credit and 

ability, it ought to be said that he often differed with his 

fellow townsmen but never, even when riding the crest 

of success, did he refuse to listen attentively to their 

side.  Pre-election differences were always settled 

amicably.  The count of the ballots found Mr. Rudy, if 

victor, accepting the win graciously; resentment, 

retaliation, bitterness, recrimination had no part in the 

make-up of the veteran campaigner. 

 Like the immortal Voltaire, he often found it 

impossible to subscribe to the views of his close friends 

but that never prompted him, even riding the wave of 

victory, to deny his adversary his full say.  Indeed, Mr. 

Rudy’s ability to agree with his campaign foes a 

courteous “That’s right,” placed him in a position far 

superior to that of the less successful strategist who met 

opposition with scorn, derision and verbal castigations.  

 His pre-election foes, immediately after the people 

had approved or disapproved Mr. Rudy’s views, 

became warm friends and staunch admirers.  During his 

tenure as Commissioner of Motor Vehicles his feet 

“never once left the ground” for his daily trips to 

Baltimore found him always ready to undertake the 

endless favors and courtesies sought by his townsmen. 

 Mount Airy mourns the loss f the individual who 

contributed more than any other person to the growth 

and welfare of the community.  Carroll county is 

bereaved for a man who is dead who was known and 

beloved as a political leader; not a boss. 

 Walter R. Rudy climbed the heights but in reaching 

the top his thoughts and interests remained with those 

he left behind.  With loyal heart and purest hands he 

faithfully discharged his public trust.  If everyone to 

whom he did some loving service were to bring a 

blossom to his grave, he would sleep beneath a 

wilderness of flowers.  His friends here and abroad lift 

their hats in a sad affectionate farewell. 

Editor’s Note: The preceding articles appeared in the 

Community Reporter on April 21, 1939.  Walter R. 

Rudy was born December 10, 1864 and died April 15, 

1939 at the age of 74.  He was selected into the first 

class of the Mount Airy Hall of Fame in 2000.  
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Support for the Mount Airy Hall of Fame 

 The Historical Society of Mount Airy, Maryland 

would again like to express its gratitude to the many 

businesses in our community that have supported the 

2019 Mount Airy Hall of Fame Dinner and Induction 

Ceremony.  Without their generous sponsorship we 

could not honor these deserving members of our 

community.  We ask you all to please support the 

following businesses, which have supported us so 

generously over the years.  They provide so much to 

our great community. 

– American Legion Post 191 

– Blade Busters Lawn Cutting, Firewood, Snow 
Removal 

– Blossom & Basket Boutique  

– Browning Reagle Insurance Agency 

– Burrier-Queen Funeral Home and Crematory, P.A. 

– Catonsville Homes 

– CBI Development Group 

– Century Ford, Dodge, Chrysler & Jeep 

– Charlie Condon, Real Estate Teams, LLC 

– Convenience Catering & Concessions - Marsha 
Henley 

– Cryin’ Johnnies 

– Electrical Solutions - Michael Dixon 

– 4 County Lions 

– George’s Girls Jewelry & Repairs 

– Green-Living Homes, LLC (Frank Dertzbaugh) 

– In memory of Harvey Woodrow Wilson Tabler – 
Doris Tabler Bujanowski 

– Health Unlimited Family Fitness and Aquatic Center 

– Jeff Barnes Chevrolet, Inc. 

– Jerry’s Trophies, LLC 

– J & J Trash Service 

– Kerry Mandrik, Long & Foster Realtors 

– Kiwanis Club of Mount Airy 

– Lindquist Insurance – Raymond T.Cogan, President 

– Marine Corps League – LCPL Robert W. Deane 
Detachment #770 

– Mary Hushour, Realtor  Long & Foster 

– MacKenzie A. Kantruss, Attorney at Law 

– Mount Airy Ace Hardware 
– Mount Airy Lions Club 

– Mount Airy Main Street Association (MAMSA) 

– NWSB Bank, A Division of ACNB Bank 

– New York J&P Pizza 

– Old Line Bank 

– Paul Clay, Real Estate Consulting RE/MAX Realty 
Plus 

– Rotary Club of Mount Airy 

 

– Snap Fitness 

– SK Printing 

– Steve Jackson Real Estate Teams, LLC 

– Team Bonnie and Maureen - RE/MAX Realty Plus 

– The Greater Mount Airy Chamber of Commerce 

– The Mount Airy Inn 

– The Plumbery Home Center 

– Tim Barkley, Attorney 

– Van Mar Associates, Inc. Engineers, Planners, 

Surveyors – T. Michael VanSant, President 

– Wagner Meats / Mt. Airy Locker Co. 

– WRF & Sons Plumbing & Heating, Inc. 

 

The Historical Society would like to extend a special 

thank you to the businesses, which have supported the 

Historical Society with its Hall of Fame Dinner 

Induction Ceremony since the very first year, 2000, 20 

years ago.  These businesses are: 

❖ Burrier Queen Funeral Home and Crematory, P.A. 

❖ Mount Airy Ace Hardware 

❖ Mount Airy Lions Club 

❖ New York J&P Pizza 

❖ Wagner Meats / Mount Airy Locker Co. 

 

We are now on Facebook at Mount 

Airy Historical Society.  Check us out 

for upcoming events, updates, photos, 

and stories. 

 

 
 

 
Ads from the Community Reporter April, 28, 1939 
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Historical Memories from Fifty Years Ago 

Compiled by Althea Miller 

 

The information for these Historical Memories was compiled from articles in the April, May, and June, 1969 

issues of the Community Reporter.  The newspaper was the main source of information for Mount Airy residents 

and surrounding areas from November 29, 1929 until the last issue on July 1, l983. 

• The Mount Airy Bowling Lanes will hold their 1st annual Easter Tournament this weekend—April 4,5,6 and 

7. Bowlers from D.C., Virginia and Maryland will participate. There will be $1,000 in prize money. 4/4/69 

• Miss Gloria Clower, a SCHS senior, was honored by the Soroptimist Club of Westminster as recipient of the 

Youth Citizenship Award Contest.  4/4/69 

• The SCHS band, under the direction of Glenn Patterson, recently received top honors at the District Festival. 

Twenty-four bands participated in the competition.  This was the first year Carroll County Schools have 

participated.  4/4/69 

• The faculties of Mount Airy Elementary and Mount Airy Middle Schools together with several community 

groups will sponsor Bazaarnival on May 24. All proceeds will go to the David Day Fund. David is a local 

boy, a member of the faculty of MAMS and of the community. He has experienced incredible expense on a 

continuing basis with operation and maintenance of a kidney machine.  4/11/69 

• The still that was raided about a week ago at Plane No. 4 was operated on property that apparently is tied up 

in an estate and the house was unoccupied. The barn was rented from the attorney in Rockville who is 

handling the estate by three Washington men who operated the still. It was one of the largest stills seized in 

the last four years.  4/11/69 

• Recently complaints have been received about stray dogs wandering around the streets. One dog attacked a 

man entering the post office. Unless they are restrained it will be necessary to call the game warden.  

  4/11/69 

• Carroll County land records disclosed the conveyance of a parcel of land containing 3 acres situated along 

Twin Arch Road by Joseph A Koch and wife to William F. Kerger and wife. The acreage is improved with 

trailer court facilities. The purchasers, of near Ellicott City, plan to continue a similar operation. 4/18/69 

• Mr. and Mrs. Robert E. Lach, Jr. are the proud parents of their second child, first daughter, Linda Carol on 

April 7.  4/18/69 

• The alumni of Tau Kappa Epsilon fraternity and the Alpha Xi Delta sorority will sponsor a dance on May 17 

at the Holiday Inn in Frederick. All proceeds from the dance will be donated to Dave Day, a young teacher 

who has been undergoing costly treatments for an incurable kidney disease.  Dress will be semi-formal and 

music will be by a live band. Tickets are #5.00 per couple and can be purchased from Mrs. Dawn Thomas. 

 4/18/69 

• The production of Belvedere will take stage on May 9 and 10 at Mount Airy Middle School. The production 

staff includes: Helen Simpson, publicity; Mildred Dixon, scene designer; Ginger Arnold, prompter; Jane 

Mongold, prompter;  Dorothy Reed, director; Richard Fox, business manager; John Steel, producer; and John 

Simpson, photographer.  4/25/69 

• Frank Dertzbaugh recently completed 30 years of service with the C and P Telephone Company. He joined in 

1939. He was called to active duty in the Maryland National Guard in 1941 and rejoined C and P in 1946.  

  5/2/69 

• The Rev. Clarence Leslie Dawson has retired after 43 years in the Methodist ministry. Local folks will recall 

that he served as minister of the Ridgeville Charge from 1941-1944.  5/2/69 
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Historical Memories from Fifty Years Ago (Continued) 

• The Mount Airy Mill, which has long been a landmark in Mount Airy was completely destroyed last Friday 

evening in a spectacular fire, probably the worst fire in Carroll County in many, many years. The flames were 

visible for many miles away. At its worst the fire was an inferno and showers of burning wood ignited many 

brush fires.  Many of the firemen were equipped with oxygen masks as they braved the smoke in the huge 

structure to remove records and as much equipment as possible. The cause of the fire is still undetermined. 

   5/9/69 

• Miss Helen E. Bowlus will receive her BA Degree in English at the Commencement exercises of the St. 

Joseph College at Emmitsburg on May 18. Miss Bowlus graduated from MAHS in 1965.  5/9/69 

• John H. Dertzbagh has been named to the Anthony Wayne Legion Guard, the honor military unit at Valley 

Forge Military Academy, Wayne, Pennsylvania. Membership is based on both military and academic merit.

  5/16/69 

• The Sparklers Majorette Group will lead the Little League parade from the town parking lot to the baseball 

field at the Fireman’s Park for the opening activities. The Sparklers have 12 drummer boys, a color guard and 

approximately ninety baton twirlers.  5/16/69 

• Mrs. Helen Hood, a psychiatric aide at Springfield State Hospital, will receive an award in recognition of her 

outstanding work with mentally ill and retarded patients. Twenty-one aides will be recognized on May 16 

from many hospitals around the state.  5/16/69 

• The Kiwanis Club recently celebrated the 20th anniversary of its organization with a gala affair at the 

Fireman’s Activities Building. In attendance were 185 persons representing a dozen area Kiwanis Clubs in 

addition to the local club. Entertainment for the evening was provided by a group of girls from the Vocal 

Music Department of SCHS under the direction of Florence Keppel. In the group were: Kathy McBrayer, 

Barbara Stickles, Linda Carlson, Judy Fiander, Carole Graham, Sue Smith, Brenda Weaver, Beverly DeLap 

and Debbie Walta. Peggy Leatherwood accompanied the group.  5/23/69 

• The Mount Airy Bowling Alley was broken into last week and considerable damage was done. The pool 

tables were destroyed as was the snack bar. The lanes were literally covered with mustard and catsup. A small 

amount of money was stolen.  5/23/69 

• Cadet William B. Colburn, Staff Sergeant, at the Fork Union Military Academy, Fort Union, Virginia, 

graduated with awards and honors from the junior school.  5/30/69 

• The following band members participated in the All County Middle Band Concert at Westminster Junior 

School: Sally Frederickson, David Simpson, Jeanne Harshman, Dale Flora, Debbie Kenny, Brian Mason, 

Diane Waltz, Robert Wagner, Edna Dotson, Curtis Norris, Gregg Mason, Wendy Mullinix, Pat Henley and 

Dane Runkles.  5/30/69 

• Mrs. Frances Bellison Free was honored by the Mount Airy Elementary School faculty and staff at the Dan 

Dee Inn, Frederick for her 42 years of teaching. She began her teaching career in 1927 at Sykesville. After 12 

years she transferred to Mount Airy where she taught and served as vice principal for 22 years. 6/6/69 

• South Carroll graduated 212 at their commencement on June 5. Chester Elder, principal, gave academic 

recognition to the following: Douglas Alexander, Marilyn Baker, James Christeansen, Gloria Clower , 

Wendy Clutter, Stephanie Deba, Deborah Dubrosky, Craig Edwards, Susan Gartrell, William Gibson,  

Downey Henley, Ronald Kaetzel, Sue Linton, David Miles, Donna Norwood, Carol Rhoderick, Clarice 

Runkles, Sharon Smith, Phillip Spampinats and Steve Walton.  6/13/69 

• At Monday nights’ public hearing on the Mount Airy Town Budget the budget was approved with one 

change. The Miscellaneous expense item was reduced from $755 to $555 to allow $200 for the Town library. 

The money for the library was inadvertently omitted from the published budget.   6/13/69 
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Historical Memories from Fifty Years Ago (Continued) 

• The annual Pinewood Derby was held on June 8 at MAMS. Cub Pack 734 had 42 entries. This is a father son 

project. Den winners in speed were: Den I-1st Bradley VanGosen; 2nd Billy Miller; 3rd Kevin Shank; Den II-

1st Jeff Clapper; 2nd John Marrick; Den III-1st John Vita; 2nd Mark Moxley; 3rd Alex Hill;  Den IV-1st 

Mike Kindle; 2nd Danny Flora; 3rd Ricky Hood; Den V 1st David Burdette; 2nd Jeff Day; 3rd Tony Hindle; 

Den VI-1st Mark Dertzbaugh; 2nd Dean Haight; 3rd Mark Hodgkins ; Den VII 1st  Ricky Schrider; 2nd 

Steve Runkles; 3rd Sterling Dubbert. Webloes Den 1st Steve Burdette; 2nd Mike Vita; 3rd Brett Beall.   

  6/20/69 

• Mrs. Lowman and Mrs. Mills fifth grade classes of Mount Airy elementary went on a field trip to Baltimore 

on June 5. Their trip included Maryland Historical Society, The Flag House and Mount Clare. They had lunch 

on Federal Hill.  6/20/69 

• Three generations of Wilsons gathered recently at a newly erected flagpole of Asbury Methodist Home in 

honor of Dr. Herman Wilson, chaplain, who has been on the staff for 40 years. Dr. Wilson is a native of 

Mount Airy and two of his sons and their families reside here presently.  6/27/69 

 

 

Hall of Fame Members present at the 2019 Hall of Fame Banquet and Induction Ceremony 

Front L-R: Pat Norwood (2007), Oscar Baker (2000), Helen Simpson (2002), Joan Collins (2004), Janice Wagner Jewell 

(2014), Althea Miller (2008), Ellie Bonde (2009), Virginia Norwood (2004), B.J. Dixon (2006), Rose Ann Parenteau (2005); 

Middle: Thomas Fleming (2016), Peggy A. Fleming (2017), Bill Butts (2019), Wayne Donald Esworthy (2019),  

Wendi Wagner Peters (2012), Billy Wagner, (2003), Larry Hushour (2018), Mary Hushour (2019), Bruce John Walz (2019), 

Tina Swanson (2017), Dick Swanson (2014), Jim Morton (2018), Bill Knill (2004); 

Back Row: Dennis “Denny” Ahalt (2003), Mike Eacho (2014), Paula Camuti (2018), Angie Moore (2013),  

Dave Pyatt (2009), Jim Jacobs (2010), Diann Linton (2015), John William Norwood (2011), Donald Brightwell (2015), 

Wayne Evans (2016), Jimmy Linton (2009);Frank Dertzbaugh (2011), Bob King (2015), Frank Illiano; Jim Morton (2018), 

Dale Lowman (2011);  

Present, but not shown: Pete Bowlus (2010) 
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