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The President’s Pen 
Mike Eacho 

All of us here at the Historical Society hope that you 
continue to be well.  Many things have occurred over the 
last couple of months.  The museum continues to be open 
on Saturdays and Sundays thanks to the efforts of many 
of our members who volunteer their time.  We have a 
new exhibit thanks to the efforts of Larry Valett.  (See 
the story on page 3.)  Our 2021 fundraising campaign has 
been a huge success.  Thank you all for being so 
generous.  This campaign has raised funds that we will 
use to produce new museum exhibits and purchase the 
supplies we need to continue our collection preservation 
and run the museum.  Hopefully, next year COVID will 
be behind us and we will resume our Boxes and Bags 
Bingo, which has funded nearly all of our expenses 
throughout the year.  We are always looking for ideas for 
new exhibits, so if you have ideas and documented 
information we can use to create the exhibit, let us know.  

 
 

Discover the History of Mount Airy! 
Visit the Mount Airy Museum. 

See our operating train display that models 
the railyard once located to the east and west of 
North Main Street.  Other exhibits describe the 
businesses that served our community, the B&O 
Railroad, the Mount Airy Station and the 
children’s hospital once located here. 
Open Saturdays and Sundays 12 noon until 4 p.m. 
Opening on Wednesday from 3 p.m. until 7 p.m. 
beginning in June. 

 

 

Thank You for Your Support 
The Historical Society of Mount Airy, Maryland 

would like to extend our sincere thanks to the following 
individuals and businesses who have made donations to 
the Historical Society.  These donations help us with the 
cost of printing the newsletter, cataloging and storage of 
new items in the collection, and the acquisition of new 
historical items.  They will also help us pay for new, 
informative, and eye-catching exhibits in the all new 
Mount Airy Museum.  

• Nellie Brown 
• Kevin E. Dayhoff & Carolyn Babylon 
• Beverly Green 
• Mr. & Mrs. Brian Johnson 
• Bob & Angie Moore 
• Larry Valett 
 

NOTICE 
The monthly meetings of the Historical Society of Mount 
Airy, MD., normally held on the first Tuesday of each 
month, have been cancelled until further notice.  We 
hope to resume our meetings in the Fall.  We regret 
having to take this measure, but for the safety of 
everyone in and around Mount Airy, we believe it is the 
right thing to do.  We are planning interesting programs 
for our meetings later this year.  We hope you will join 
us when our meetings resume.  Please watch our 
Facebook page for announcements. 
If you have a topic on which you would like to give a 
presentation, please let us know. 

E-mail us at: mountairyhistoricalsociety@earthlink.net 

 

mailto:mountairyhistoricalsociety@earthlink.net
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Local Youth Wins History Award 
 On April 13, 2021, Riley Spencer, a 6th grader at 
Mount Airy Middle School, received an award from the 
Historical Society of Mount Airy for Outstanding Local 
History Project for his documentary Calvary and 
Communication (and the small town stuck in the middle), 
which was entered into the Carroll County History Day 
competition.  This award recognizes his efforts in 
demonstrating Mount Airy's role in communication 
during the Civil War.  Riley received a certificate for 
outstanding achievement, along with a check for $250 
from the Historical Society, and it was presented by 
Mayor Pat Rockinberg, President of the Historical 
Society Mike Eacho, and Historical Society 
representative to Carroll County History Day Adele 
Connolly. 

 
Riley with his parents Leah and Chet Spencer 

 In addition to this award, Riley also came in second 
place in the individual junior documentary category in 
the competition, which has qualified him to compete at 
the State level.  Riley is a very impressive young man, 
and we are certain this is first of many accolades in the 
years to come.  Congratulations, Riley! 

 
Riley with his teacher, Bethanie Leader and the  

Principal at Mt. Airy Middle School, Sharon Lilly  

Railyard Exhibit Background Mural Completed 
Thank you Lisa Hammond Carnes for the beautiful, 
hand-painted mural you created for the museum’s model 
of the historic Mount Airy Railyard!  The mural was 
painted from several vintage photographs of old Mount 
Airy circa 1900.  It includes St. James Church, Belle 
Runkles home and millinery, the Gartrell mansion, and 
even Fleming’s barn which burned down in the great fire 
of 1914.  The artist included the Julie Varner Walsh 
family children playing in the front yard of the mansion, 
and Lisa’s two dogs and family members, as well as a 
few other historical figures.   

 
This section of the Mural shows John & Belle Runkles Home 

 
This section of the mural shows the cherry orchard once 

located along Cherry Orchard Road (now Prospect Road). 

Visit the Mt. Airy Museum Saturdays & Sundays, 12-
4pm, and enjoy this wonderful painting! 
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The Fires of Mount Airy 
 The newest exhibit in the Mount Airy Museum is 
now open.  The exhibit presents facts about the three 
major fires in Mount Airy’s past.  It is only a quick 
glimpse into the many fires that have plagued Mount 
Airy over the years.  The fires of Mount Airy have been 
thoroughly researched by Larry Valett using old local 
newspapers as his source of information.  Larry is 
preparing a small book that will include articles and 
photographs on the many fires that have occurred in and 
around Mount Airy and hopes to have this book available 
later this year.  When completed, this book will include 
information and many photos that have not previously 
been made available by the Historical Society. 

 
The New Fires of Mount Airy Exhibit 

Editor’s Note: The following article is from the 
Community Reporter of June 19, 1931, 90 years ago.  

The Mt. Airy Canning Company operated on five acres 
along Hill Street from 1915 until 1941.  It was one of 

the largest canning plants on the East Coast.   

Production Record Made At Canning 
Factory on Monday 

______ 
Operating At Maximum Capacity 
9,300 Cases of Peas Were Packed. 

______ 

 An all-time production record was made by the Mt. 
Airy Canning Company Monday when 9,300 cases of 
peas were packed.  Figuring 24 cans to the case, on 
Monday a total of 223,200 cans of peas – enough to feed 
the people of Mt. Airy and vicinity, a long time – were 
hulled, graded, cooked, canned, sealed, cased and 
packed.  On Monday, however, “hay was made” even 
after the sun ceased to shine and the greater portion of 
the 175 employees on the company’s payroll toiled far 
into the night. 
 Although the 14 viners at the local plant and the four 
at Cooksville and two at Winfield were operating at full 
speed, truckloads of peas were parked in all directions 
from the vining stations early in the week.  Two trucks 
were kept busy hauling the hulled peas from the viners 
at Winfield and Cooksville and the heavy rains Monday 
night and Tuesday failed to materially check the tons of 
green peas which taxed the local plant to the limit. 
 According to officials at the canning factory, every 
pea-growing section is reporting a record crop.  There 
are no reports of a poor yield and every indication points 
to the largest crop ever harvested by farmers of this 
neighborhood who plant for the local factory.  The 
factory will operate at maximum capacity for at least two 
weeks, it is thought, after which the majority of the pea 
crop will have been harvested. 

Wanted 
 Old photographs and memorabilia of the people, 
places and events of Mount Airy, Maryland.  Bring our 
town’s history to those who didn’t make it! 
Photos can be scanned and returned and memorabilia can 
be donated at the museum. 
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Dropping of Two Daily Mail Trains 
Approved By The Maryland P.S.C. 

--------- 
New Schedule Providing For  

Two Trains Daily Becomes Effective May 3. 
--------- 

Cut Allowed Despite Numerous Protests 
--------- 

First Class Mail will be Trucked Here 
From Baltimore and Frederick 

______ 

 Permission to discontinue trains No. 71 and 72 has 
been granted the Baltimore & Ohio railroad by the State 
Public Service Commission.  The Commission’s ruling 
was handed down last week after patrons and those 
affected by the cut in service voiced their protests against 
the action.  The ruling by the commission was brief and 
declared that the railroad’s request was just and 
compatible with reasonable and adequate service. 
 Several weeks ago bulletins were posted in railroad 
stations announcing the discontinuance of seven trains, 
which include No. 71 and No. 72. Arriving here at 8:59 
a.m. and 3:45 p.m., respectively.  Such a storm of 
protests arose against the action however, that the Public 
Service Commission decided to allow a hearing in the 
matter, with the result that the B.&O. was granted 
permission to make the cut in trains. 
 Tentative plans call for the removal of two trains on 
Sunday, May 3, and from that date, Mt. Airy, as well as 
all stations along the B.&O. from Baltimore to Frederick, 
will be served by only two passenger trains daily; one 
east-bound, arriving here at 7 a.m., and the other, west-
bound, arriving here at 6:41.  Both of the trains to be 
removed were mail trains whereas the ones to be kept 
running handle only express and mail not of first-class 
nature. 
 Removal of the two trains was the first step of this 
nature taken since Train No. 45, west-bound from 
Baltimore, arriving here at 3:10 p.m., was dropped 
several years ago.  While no definite information has 
been obtained concerning elimination of the Watersville 
tower, it is believed that the remaining two trains will be 
routed into Mt. Airy so that the tower will no longer be 
of service.  This will be accomplished by running 
passenger trains through the tunnel instead of over the 
old main line. 

Mail Truck Will Replace Train Service 
 Despite the fact that both trains slated for removal are 
mail trains, “local mail service will not be affected” C. 
D. Routzahn, local postmaster recently stated.  Plans 
have already been outlined whereby a two-ton mail truck 
would leave Baltimore and maintain the same schedule 
on the trip to Frederick formerly kept by Train No. 71.  
Mail truck stops would be made at all post offices 
formerly served by the train and in several instances, 
where the post office is located considerable distance 
from the National highway, a star route will be 
established.  Upon arrival in Frederick, the truck will 
remain in that city until mid-afternoon, when it will 
begin the return trip to Baltimore.  The run from 
Frederick to Baltimore will take the place of mail train 
No. 72, which formerly arrived in Mt. Airy at 3:45 p.m. 
 When the mail-truck system was being worked out, 
the hope was expressed that we might be able to obtain 
an earlier mail that was possible via the train, but 
Superintendent of the Railway Mail Service C. W. 
Riggin, of Baltimore, explained that it would be 
impossible to start the truck before 7 a.m., because a 
certain amount of time must be allowed the Baltimore 
office for handling after mail is received in the city from 
other points. 
Truck Will Maintain Schedule 
 The mail truck will leave the highway and deliver 
mail at all offices which are located a reasonable distance 
from the road.  Sykesville, however, will be served by a 
star carrier, who will meet the truck at West Friendship 
and deliver all first-class mail to the Sykesville office, 
thereby allowing the truck to maintain a schedule equal 
to that kept by the train.  The truck will run into Mt. Airy 
and probably from New Market to Monrovia.  At all 
stops, mail will be dispatched and received by the truck 
crew; it will gather up west-bound mail from all offices 
along the Baltimore-Frederick route and will supplement 
in practically every way, the mail service formerly given 
by train. 
 First-class mail only will be carried by the truck, 
including letters, newspapers, special handling parcels, 
special delivery packages and perishable matter.  Third 
class and parcel post mail will be handled by trains  
No. 47 and No. 48, arriving at 6:40 a.m. and 7 p.m., 
respectively. 
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Editor’s Note: The article on page 4 is from the 
Community Reporter of May 1, 1931, 90 years ago.  The 
B&O Railroad continued to run trains No. 47 and No. 48 
into Mount Airy until December 31, 1950, when 
passenger service between Baltimore and Frederick 
ended.  Freight trains continued to make pick-ups from 
and deliveries into Mount Airy until August of 1957, at 
which time the tracks east of Mount Airy were 
abandoned bringing an end to freight services. 

Editor’s Note: The following article is from the 
Community Reporter of June 19, 1931, 90 years ago.  
The former Odd Fellows Temple is located at 13 N. Main 
Street next to the Plumbery Home Center. 

Odd Fellows Plan To Erect 
Handsome New Temple Here 

_______ 

Construction Work To Start When  
Desired Amount of Money Is Raised. 

_______ 

 If present plans materialize, a handsome new two-
story brick building will be erected by the Mt. Airy Odd 
Fellows Temple Association, Inc., on the site of the old 
structure which was destroyed by fire on June 25, 1925.  
Solicitation of the membership of the local Odd Fellows 
Lodge has been started and actual building operations 
will begin as soon as the desired amount of money has 
been raised.  The proposed temple will be financed by 
insurance money obtained when the old structure was 
razed in addition to money derived from the sale of 
bonds which will constitute a first mortgage lien on all 
property owned by the Odd Fellows Temple 
Association. 
 According to present plans, the proposed temple will 
cost approximately $17,000; $5,000 of which is on hand 
from the insurance fund.  The remaining $12,000 will be 
raised, it is hoped, by selling bonds to the 240 members 
of the association.  Bonds in the denomination of $50 
will be issued, to bear interest at the rate of four percent. 
Plans Have Been Drawn. 
 Plans have already been drawn for the two-story 
brick temple, the front of which will be finished with a 
fine quality brick.  Two storerooms, entirely separated 
and fronted by plate-glass will be located on the first 
floor in addition to a hallway leading to a dining room 
and kitchen in the rear. 

 The lodge room proper will occupy a large portion of 
the second floor and it will be completely equipped in 
every detail.  Two store rooms will be located upstairs 
and the income derived from the building will be 
sufficient to pay the interest on the bonds, it is believed.  
The proposed building will be quite modern and well 
equipped in every detail and will present a mote 
handsome appearance than the one which formerly 
occupied the site directly opposite the First National 
Bank.  Plans for the temple include the installation of 
heating equipment in the cellar.  The lot upon which the 
proposed temple will be erected has a frontage of 49 feet. 
 
Editor’s Note: The following article is from the 
Community Reporter of April 10, 1931, 90 years ago. 

Mt. Airy Pants Factory Now Running Full 
Time 
______ 

Resumption of Operations Monday 
Gave Employment to Approximately 50 Persons. 

______ 

 Following six months of inactivity the Mt. Airy Pants 
Factory resumed operations Monday on a full-time 
schedule.  Fulfillment of its present contract calling for a 
large order of white duck pants is expected to take nearly 
five months, according to Ralph Sellman, owner and 
manager of the factory. 
 Employment for the full force numbering about 50 
persons was announced Saturday and operations were in 
full swing on Wednesday.  Mr. Sellman stated that he 
expected the output of the factory would reach 4,000 
pairs of pants weekly as the working schedule is 
perfected. 
 

Welcome New Members 
The Historical Society would like to extend a 

welcome to the following new life members: 
• Rodney Carr 
• Gary and Wendi Peters 
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Support for the Mount Airy Hall of Fame 
 The Historical Society of Mount Airy, Maryland 
would like to express its sincere gratitude to the many 
businesses in our community that have supported the 
2020 Mount Airy Hall of Fame Dinner and Induction 
Ceremony.  Without their generous sponsorship we will 
not be able to honor these deserving members of our 
community.  We apologize for not having released the 
program as of yet.  We hope that the Hall of Fame 
Banquet and Induction Ceremony for this year will be 
held in September.  The program will then be given to 
guests during the event.  
We ask all our members and readers to please support 
the following businesses, which have supported us so 
generously over the years.  They provide so much to our 
great community. 

– American Legion Post 191 
– Auxiliary to the Mount Airy Volunteer Fire Co. 
– Blade Busters Lawn Cutting, Firewood, Snow 

Removal 
– Blossom & Basket Boutique  
– Browning Reagle Insurance Agency 
– Burrier-Queen Funeral Home and Crematory, P.A. 
– Catonsville Homes 
– Charlie Condon, Real Estate Teams, LLC 
– Convenience Catering & Concessions - Marsha 

Henley 
– Electrical Solutions - Michael Dixon 
– 4 County Lions 
– George’s Girls Jewelry & Repairs 
– Green-Living Homes, LLC (Frank Dertzbaugh) 
– In memory of Harvey Woodrow Wilson Tabler – 

Doris Tabler Bujanowski 
– Health Unlimited Family Fitness and Aquatic Center 
– Jerry’s Trophies, LLC 
– J & J Trash Service 
– Kiwanis Club of Mount Airy 
– Marine Corps League – LCPL Robert W. Deane 

Detachment #770 
– Mary Hushour, Realtor  Long & Foster 
– MacKenzie A. Kantruss, Attorney at Law 
– Mount Airy Ace Hardware 
– Mount Airy Lions Club 

– Mount Airy Main Street Association (MAMSA) 
– NWSB Bank, A Division of ACNB Bank 
– New York J&P Pizza 
– Paul Clay, Real Estate Consulting RE/MAX  

Realty Plus 
– Rotary Club of Mount Airy 

 
– SK Printing 
– Steve Jackson Real Estate Teams, LLC 
– Team Bonnie and Maureen - RE/MAX Realty Plus 
– The Greater Mount Airy Chamber of Commerce 
– The Mount Airy Inn 
– The Plumbery Home Center 
– Tim Barkley, Attorney 
– Van Mar Associates, Inc. Engineers, Planners, 
Surveyors – T. Michael VanSant, President 
– Wagner Meats / Mt. Airy Locker Co. 
– WRF & Sons Plumbing & Heating, Inc. 

 
The Historical Society would like to extend a special 
thank you to the businesses, which have supported the 
Historical Society with its Hall of Fame Dinner 
Induction Ceremony since the very first year, 2000, 21 
years ago.  These businesses are: 
 Burrier Queen Funeral Home and Crematory, P.A. 
 Mount Airy Ace Hardware 
 Mount Airy Lions Club 
 New York J&P Pizza 
 Wagner Meats / Mount Airy Locker Co. 

 

 
Ad from the Community Reporter June 4, 1971 
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Historical Memories from Fifty Years Ago 
Compiled by Mary Lynn Myers Kuhn 

The information for these Historical Memories was compiled from articles in the April, May, and June, 1971 issues 
of the Community Reporter.  The newspaper was the main source of information for Mount Airy residents and 
surrounding areas from November 29, 1929 until the last issue on July 1, l983. 

• A federal loan of $600,200 has been approved for a sanitary sewerage system for the town of Mount Airy’s 
1825 residents.  This loan, along with a grant of $100,000 will help finance the installation.  Mayor Carl Smith 
is delighted and intends to forge ahead with the project.  4/2/71 

• The Ladies Auxiliary of the Mount Airy Volunteer Fire Department installed officers: Mae Lowman – 
President; Mildred Rimbey – Vice President; Barbara Fleming – financial secretary; Jean King – treasurer; Ada 
Main – chaplain; Dorothy Bowman – historian; Thelma Spurrier and Leola Beall – color bearers.  4/2/71 

• The Father and Son Banquet was held at Calvary Methodist Church with 148 persons in attendance. 4/9/71 
• Advertisement: Wanted – Teachers for Sales Work for summer employment.  $5 per hour guaranteed income.  

Train now for summer.  4/9/71 
• Mount Airy Lions Club held an Easter Egg Hunt on April 10th.  Mickey Wager was the first prize winner as 

was Donald Mongold for children 7 years and older.  4/16/71 
• Navy Seaman Jerry E. Rimbey, son of Mr. and Mrs. Edward Rimbey, is serving on board the destroyer escort 

USS Vreeland (DE-1068, later FF-1068) scheduled to deploy to the Mediterranean in mid-April.     4/23/71 
• Permits have been approved and issued for Carroll Robinson to build another 16 unit apartment house adjacent 

to those already in use across from the middle school, and to Irwin Martin to convert the Weller house on S. 
Main St. into two apartments.  This will relieve the housing shortage in this area to some degree.      4/23/71 

• Beta Sigma Phi, Alpha Tau Chapter, honored four Mount Airy women for outstanding academic achievements.  
They are Jean Culwell, Rose Kay, Althea Miller and Dorothy Reed.  4/23/71 

• Four Mount Airy youths won blue ribbons for their skill in the 4-H Public Speaking Contest: Nancy Brown, 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Walter Brown; Rusty Ray, son of Mr. and Mrs. Russell Ray; Doug Full, son of Dr. 
and Mrs. Emmett Full; and John Reed, son of Mr. and Mrs. Edward Reed.  Mrs. Jean Knill was their advisor. 
4/23/71 

• A full house of over 200 people attended the first Sports Booster Banquet to honor South Carroll High School’s 
Varsity members of the winter sports teams.  The club is seeking full support from the Carroll County School 
Board to find a way to make the athletic programs self-supporting such as the installation of lights for night 
athletic events.  4/30/71 

• Funeral services were held 4/25 for local auctioneer, Thomas “Jack” Boone who died suddenly.  At the time of 
his death, he was president of the Mount Airy Lions Club and charter member of Saddle Pals Riding Club 
which he helped organize.  4/30/71 

• Mr. and Mrs. Mrs. Wm. A. Scheel III announce the birth of second child, Angela Lynn, on April 24, 1971.  Mr. 
and Mrs. Walter K. Hood, Jr. are the proud parents of their first child, Dawn Marie.  Mrs. Hood is the former 
Connie Tyner.  5/7/71 

• Gary Edwards, who was in a body cast for 6½ months, and who regained health through sheer determination, 
was trophy winner in a 50 mile marathon hike on April 3rd.  5/7/71 
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Historical Memories from Fifty Years Ago (Continued) 

• Students at South Carroll honored for outstanding achievements academically and in civil affairs are Kris 
Burns, Wayne Jenkins, Robert Shaw, Thomas Boller and Ronald Shaw.  5/7/71 

• Dennis Johnson, son of Mr. and Mrs. James Johnson, Senior at South Carroll High School, has been named 
winner of 1971 Potomac Edison College Scholarship and will enter St. John’s College in the fall.    5/14/71 

• A Mother-Daughter banquet was held at Calvary Methodist Church amid a setting of family trees depicting 
four generations of mothers and daughter.  Mrs. Carole Van Gosen was toast mistress.  5/14/71 

• The Mount Airy Garden Club met at the home of its president, Mrs. Culwell, where plans were formulated for 
the club’s second annual strawberry festival to be held on the grounds of Pine Grove Chapel.  5/21/71 

• The Mount Airy Lions Club awarded plaques of appreciation for their senior community to Marshall Fleming, 
Stanley Lare and Robert Franklin.  5/21/71 

• At the Druid Theater – George C. Scott in Patton plus Elliott Gould in M*A*S*H.  Coming next – Wuthering 
Heights.  5/21/71 

• The Community Reporter of Mount Airy, Carroll County, Md. is published every Friday by the Valley Register, 
Inc.  George Rhoderick, Jr. – President; G. Carlton Rhoderick, IV – Vice President – General Manager; Cecil 
R. Martin – Editor-in-Chief and Mrs. Lillian B. Swartz – News Editor.  Subscription Rates - $5.00 per year. 
5/21/71 

• Memorial Day service is planned at Pine Grove Chapel on May 31.  A pre-service commemoration around the 
War Memorial will be conducted by Boy Scout Troop 460.  Commander Dennis C. Kinlaw, Chaplain of the 
U.S. Navy will give the address.  5/28/71 

• Hospital Apprentice Dennis W. Ridgley, son of Mr. and Mrs. Carlton Ridgley, has graduated from Naval 
Hospital Corps School in San Diego, California.  5/28/71 

• Little League opened before a capacity crowd.  There was a gala parade and marching routine by the Mt. Airy 
Sparklers.  Emcee Robert Haight presided over the activities.  The managers of the teams were introduced: 
PTA, Lee Fogle; Blue Sox, David Van Gosen; Fire Co., Howard Hopple; Red Sox, Bob Haight; Lions, Dick 
McKenzie; Jaycees, Walter Dennison.  Mayor Teen Smith threw out the first ball and the season began.  5/28/71 

• The Devilbiss construction Company has been issued a permit to build a High‘s Store at the corner of Rt. 27 
and and Rt. 144 (Ridgeville).  6/4/71 

• Marijean Kaetzel, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Ronald Kaetzel, has graduated from Bridgewater College, 
Bridgewater, Va.  She is an English major.  Joan Gaither, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. John D. Gaither, a music 
education major also graduated from there.  6/4/71 

• On Friday, June 18th, the VFW is providing buses to take the Cub Scouts Boy Scouts, and the American Legion 
Little League to Memorial Stadium.  The Yankees will be in town and the local group will sit in the right field 
stands where Frank Robinson plays.  6/4/71 

• An article of the brief history of Pine Grove Chapel:  Originally the Ridge Presbyterian Church, it was located 
on Mount Airy’s highest hill.  The amount of $1, 765.00 was donated by Henry Bussard, owner of the general 
store.  A private school was set up int the basement.  This school was financed by each student paying $3.00 a 
term.  This is also Mount Airy’s oldest building standing.  During the Civil War, the church served as 
headquarters for Company K of the New Jersey Militia, who were guarding the railroad station.  An unknown 
Confederate soldier was the first to be buried in Pine Grove Cemetery.  After the war, the church was closed.  
In 1930 the community decided to restore the church and in 1934 it was rededicated as a non-denominational 
funeral chapel.  6/4/71 
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Historical Memories from Fifty Years Ago (Continued) 

• Two hundred seventy-five students graduated from South Carroll High School in Commencement exercises 
held June 1st.  Diplomas were awarded by Dr. George Thomas, Superintendent for Schools of Carroll County. 
6/11/71 

• Maxine Hattery received the BA degree in psychology at Drew University, Madison, N.J.  She is the daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. Lowell H. Hattery and a 1967 graduate of Linganore High School.  Her father is a member of 
the faculty of American University,  6/11/71 

• Impressive ceremonies are being planned for June 27th by the Gold Star Post and the auxiliary for the installation 
of officers and mortgage burning.  Also, Bill Holley, Allen Brown, Don Barnes, Freddy Spielman and Ezra 
Junior Blank, popularly known as the Countrymen, have been invited to entertain patients from Walter Reed 
Hospital aboard the Presidential Yacht on July 22nd.  6/18/71 

• From the Desk of the Mayor: At the June meeting of the Mount Airy Town Council, the possibility of creating 
a police force for the town was discussed.  The need for a police force in town seems to be increasing and 
Mayor Smith promises to give the matter priority consideration.  A study will be conducted.  6/18/71 

• Mount Airy Ki-Wives in June hosted by Althea Miller discussed plans for the beatification of the Mount Airy 
Elementary School grounds.  The proposed planting as drawn up by Snell’s Nursery was discussed.  Local 
organizations and staff of the school have assumed responsibility for completion of planting definite areas.  The 
elementary school children have already paid for and planted 1200 ground cover plants.   6/18/71 

• Ellis E. Remsberg of McFarland, Wisconsin, was awarded a Ph.D. in Meteorology at the University of 
Wisconsin June 14.  Ellis and his wife, Judy, with their two children, Mark and Karen, who are 2 years old and 
4 months, respectively will be moving to Virginia.  Ellis has accepted position of Assistant Professor of 
Chemistry at William and Mary College.  He also plans research work at NASA at Langley, Va.  Ellis is the 
son of Mr. and Mrs. D. Ellwood Remsberg and was a 1961 graduate of Mount Airy High School and a graduate 
of Virginia Polytechnic Institute in Blacksburg, Va.  He received his Master’s Degree at the University of 
Wisconsin.  6/18/71 

• WMC Class of 1971 represents “the beginning of the end generation gap that everyone is bemoaning” novelist 
Jacob Hay told the audience at Western Maryland College on June 6.  “You are the first generation to come to 
maturity in the era of modern electronics, the first television generation.”  Graduates included from Mount Airy, 
Sara K. Myers, B.A. degree and Althea Miller, Masters of Education.  6/18/71 

• Peggy Leatherwood will perform at Carnegie Hall on July 2nd as part of a group of young American musicians 
prior to embarking on a European Concert Tour.  The tour is to demonstrate to the world the quality and high 
character of American youth.  Concerts will be given in London, Brussels, Paris, Zurich, Innsbruck, Venice 
and Rome.  6/25/71 
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The Historical Society of Mount Airy, Maryland 
P.O. Box 244 
Mount Airy, Maryland  21771 
 
 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Mount Airy Railyard Model with the new background mural painted by Lisa Hammond Carnes 
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