
MT. AIRY PANTS FACTORY 
(aka Sewing Factory) 

100 YEARS AGO 

OPENED OCTOBER 1921 

PROSPECT ROAD, MT. AIRY, MD 
• r 

These newspaper articles were typed out the way they were printed. There are a few 
misspellings, unique spellings, and some unique wording used. These articles reveal 

some of the history of the Mt. Airy Pants Factory. As far as the newspaper articles 
reveal, the pants factory originally opened in Mt. Airy, October 1921 on Prospect 

Road. We know the factory burned to the ground in 1947, had a temporary location 
at Wildwood Park for a few years, and then the final destination was Center Street, 

Mt. Airy. This research is ongoing, therefore, if you have newspaper articles, artifacts, 
or stories to share, please bring them to the Mt. Airy Museum located at the Train 

Station or contact Doris Tabler Bujanowski at Jedolidama@gmail.com. 
Thank you in advance for your help. 

















































worked at the bank knew the factory workers had limited time to get their checks cashed and have some 
time for a quick bite to eat. One of the bank's employees would see the workers, through the windows, 
"almost running" down Center Street heading for the bank on the comer of Main and Prospect. 

***** 

Pat Norwood worked at Farmers and Mechanics Bank on N. Main Street for a long while and she 
shared a memory of working at the bank on Pants Factory Friday paydays. This would have been in the 
1960's and 1970's. Pat spoke of there being a person in the bank that could see the ladies coming down 
the hill and would alert the rest at the bank, "They are coming." Some of the factory workers (mostly 
women) would be walking quickly trying to be one of the first ones to the bank to cash their pay checks. A 
little pushing and shoving here and there coming in the door, as Pat recalls. She does not remember many 
depositing their check, mostly cashing their checks so it did not take very long for each person. IDs were 
not required at that time when they did not have an account at the bank and all knew the checks were good 
therefore things moved pretty quickly. Some of the factory workers would go to Myers Drug Store 
afterwards for lunch and then back to work. It was a little running joke at the bank of what would take place 
on factory paydays and the bank tellers had to be prepared to work quickly. 
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